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5th Grade Social Studies Curriculum Matrix
(Note: Curriculum Matrix based on 180 instructional days; instructional days include assessments.)

Unit Instructional Days
Early September Unit1: NJDOE Holocaust Comminsion 9/11 Approved Activities 3 Instructional Days

October-Dec Unit 2: Economics 27 Instructional Days

Dec-Feb Unit 3: Exploration & Colonization of the New World 27 Instructional Days

Feb-April Unit 4: United States and New Jersey- Colonization and Settlement 27 Instructional Days

April-May Unit 5: Holocaust 7 Instructional Days

June Unit 6: Constitution and Government 17 Instructional Days
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Philosophy

The Florham Park School District’s social studies curriculum encourages the students to learn civic principles to become active members of the global
community.  For a productive and satisfying life, students must have meaningful engagement in the complex world around us. Social Studies allow students to
explore and analyze people in connection to their past, their environment, and their societies. 

Through the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards, the students will investigate the past and make connections to current events.  Technology can
enhance critical thinking, geography skills, e�ective communication, and historical understanding. Collaborative, student-centered lessons will promote e�ective
social interactions and problem solving skills.

Exposure to the diverse cultures in the world helps to promote empathy, self-re�ection, and active global citizens. “Students must feel empowered to make
informed and reasoned decisions through their knowledge and understanding of the diverse and dynamic nature of society and the interaction among cultures,
societies, governments and environments.” 
Florham Park’s Holocaust and Amistad lessons and connection to the Social Studies Curriculum
Florham Park has infused Holocaust and Amistad commission lessons throughout the curriculum.  The curriculum infuses interactive read alouds throughout
the school year.  The purpose of the Amistad commision mandate is to infuse the history of Africans and African-Americans into the social studies curriculum
in order to provide an accurate, complete and inclusive history.  Teachers will be provided books from the Amistad Commision recommended book list with
questions to go along with the interactive read aloud books.
Adapted from
“ISB Social Studies Philosophy Statement” International School of Beijing. All Rights Reserved. © 2011. Web.  21 June 2011.

5th Grade’s Geographic Goals
Location ● Identify the absolute location for a given place in North America using latitude and longitude

● Locate and name the countries of North America, the 50 states and the bodies of water that border North America
● Identify and locate major land acquisitions in the expansion of the U.S.
● Geospy
● http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/Games/GeographyGames/Geospy
● Continents and Oceans review game 
● http://www.lizardpoint.com/fun/geoquiz/worldquiz.htm
● State Geography Games
● http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/web_games.htm
● States Review Game
● http://www.pibmug.com/�les/map_test.swf

Place ● Compare and contrast the physical and cultural areas and regions of the U.S.
Relationship within
places

● Describe the relationship between natural resources and human settlement
● Interpret and create graphs, pictures, charts, tables and timelines to compare information about the U.S.

Movement ● Explain how geographical features helped or hindered the movement of people, goods and ideas across the continent
Regions ● Trace historical origins of regions of the U.S.
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● Compare and contrast the physical characteristics of the regions of the U.S.

Unit 1: NJDOE Holocaust Comminsion 9/11 Approved Activities Grade: 5th

Unit Overview:
The study of the Holocaust assists students in developing an understanding of the rami�cations of prejudice, racism, and stereotyping in any society.  It helps
students develop and awareness of the value of pluralism and encourages tolerance of diversity in a pluralistic society.  The Holocaust provides a context for
exploring the dangers of remainin silent, apathetic, and indi�erent in the face of other’s oppression.

Compelling Question: Where does one draw the line between obeying the law or obeying one’s conscience?

NJ Student Learning Standards
Standards
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment
shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that re�ect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national,
and global communities
6.1.4.A.1 - Explain how rules and laws created by community, state, and national governments protect the rights of people, help resolve con�icts, and promote the common good.
6.1.4.A.2 - Explain how fundamental rights guaranteed by the United States Constitution and the Bill of Rights contribute to the continuation and improvement of American democracy.
6.1.12.D.11.d - Compare the varying perspectives of victims, survivors, bystanders, rescuers, and perpetrators during the Holocaust.

Companion Standards:
Key Ideas and Details
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant connections from it; cite speci�c textual evidence when writing or speaking to support
conclusions drawn from the text.
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
Craft and Structure
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and �gurative meanings, and analyze how speci�c word choices shape meaning or tone.
NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how speci�c sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
Integration of  Knowledge and Ideas
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and speci�c claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and su�ciency of the evidence.
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and re�ect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and pro�ciently with sca�olding as needed.
Reading History and Social Studies:
RI.5.1 - Quote accurately from a text and make relevant connections when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.
SL.5.4 - Report on a topic or text or present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically and using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an
understandable pace.
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21st-Century Life & Career Skills 
9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and Preparation
This standard outlines the importance of being knowledgeable about one's interests and talents, and being well informed about postsecondary and career options, career planning, and career
requirements.
Career Ready Practices
Career Ready Practices describe the career-ready skills that all educators in all content areas should seek to develop in their students. They are practices that have been linked to increase college, career, and
life success. Career Ready Practices should be taught and reinforced in all career exploration and preparation programs with increasingly higher levels of complexity and expectation as a student advances
through a program of study.
CRP1.  Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.
CRP2.  Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4.  Communicate clearly and e�ectively and with reason.
CRP5.  Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.
CRP6.  Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
CRP7.  Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
CRP8.  Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
CRP9.  Model integrity, ethical leadership and e�ective management.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.

New Jersey Amistad Commission:: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
Every board of education shall incorporate the information regarding the contributions of African-Americans to our country in an appropriate place in the curriculum of elementary and secondary
school students.

Holocaust Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-28 Every board of education shall include instruction on the Holocaust and genocides in an appropriate place in the curriculum of all elementary and secondary
school pupils. The instruction shall further emphasize the personal responsibility that each citizen bears to �ght racism and hatred whenever and wherever it happens.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts, 21st Century Life and Careers, Science, and Technology
Suggested Activities:
Math:  Graphs comparing populations, Compare latitude and longitude lines to a line graph
Science:  Environmental Changes, study agriculture

Unit Enduring Understandings Essential Questions
● Students will be able to locate where the wall goes on a world

map
● Students will be able to understand that greatness isn’t only for

famous people or famous deeds.
● Students will be able to understand the e�ects of our words and

actions on others.
● Students will become aware and familiar with the Universal

Declaration of Human Rights.
● Students will recognize and be able to explain how these rights

relate to them

● How have economic, political, and cultural decisions promoted or
prevented the growth of personal freedom, individual responsibility,
equality, and respect for human dignity?

● How do our interpretations of past events inform our understanding of
cause and e�ect, and continuity and change, and how do they in�uence our
beliefs and decisions about current public policy issues?

Unit Teaching Points:
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Lesson
EVII-18

Students will identify the rights and why each
is important; brainstorm for ideas of how to
make it possible for the rights of every person
to be honored.

Lesson #1: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:
“Today I want to teach you that on September 11, 2001, the world was forever
changed.  On September 11, 2001 the United States was attacked by an Islamic
terrorist group called al-Qaeda. They hijacked four passenger planes and used them as
weapons to crash into buildings. Two of the planes crashed into the Twin Towers in
New York City while another plane hit the Pentagon. The fourth plane crashed in
Shanksville, Pennsylvania. Today we will watch a Brainpop Video that will explain in
more detail the events of September 11, 2001.

● Brainpop Video: September 11th
● Engage students in discussion and answer questions.

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Writing Activity: The people who helped out in the wake of the September

11th attacks—such as �remen, police, and other emergency workers—are
recognized as heroes. Write a letter to someone you consider a hero and
share what it is that you admire about them

Lesson
EIII-8:

Students will be able to use computers to
research walls mentioned in the book, Talking
Walls, and to be able to identify boundaries on
a map, purpose of walls, impact of one’s words
and actions on others.

Lesson #2: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:
“Today I want to teach you that we are going to explore cultures by exploring walls. I
want you to think about the questions  I am going to ask you:

● Do walls talk?
● If they did, what would they tell us?
● Who built them? Why?
● Can you imagine a world without walls?

Today we are going to read the book titled, Talking Walls by Margy Burns Knight.
Today we will learn about di�erent cultures by exploring walls around the world,
showing the impact of walls on the people who build and are divided or uni�ed
(brought together) by these walls. We wander into a dark cave with four French
children to discover the amazing Lascaux cave paintings. An Australian aboriginal
young child will show us how each generation in his family has added images of their
hands to a wall of paintings going back thousands of years. A child will tuck his
folded prayer between the stones of the Western Wall in Jerusalem, listening for an
answer, and many more examples of walls around the world.”
Asynchronous Activity Option:
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● Writing Prompt Choices:
○ Where are there walls in your world? What stories do they tell?
○ Do you know about other walls? Are they invisible or visible?
○ Are these walls monuments? Do they tell stories?
○ How are walls built? Do they need to stay up or come down?
○ Do you build walls? Would you tear them down?
○ Could you imagine a world without walls?

Heritage
Celebrated Month
Guide (Cover in all
curricular areas)

National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month: Celebrated Sept
15-October 15

Teaching Points to explore with students:
● Explore the hardships and triumphs of the

community through stories and expository writing.
● Explore topics of immigartion and diversity through

these stories.

Read Aloud Choices - Grade 5:
History and Biographies:

● Harvest by George Ancona (Level U)
● Murals: Wall That Sing by George Ancona (Level T)
● My Name is Gabito: The Life of Gabriel Garcia

Marquez (Level T)
● Pablo Remembers by  George Ancona (Level U)
● Separate is Never Equal: Sylvia Menendz and Her

Family’s Fight for Desegregation by Duncan
Tonatiuh (Level S)

Lesson #3: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:
“Today I want to teach you that this month we are
celebrating National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month.
During this time we will read books to understand
traditions, music and history that have made many
contributions to Hispanic culture. Today we are going to
watch a video that will introduce you to the
Hispanic-Latino Heritage and explain why we recognize
and celebrate this culture during this month.”

● Hispanic Heritage Month Poster
● YouTube Video: About Hispanic-Latino

Heritage Month Video
Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Writing Response Options:
○ Why do we celebrate Hispanic-Latino

Heritage Month?
○ What did you learn from the video on

Hispanic-Latino Month

Lesson #4: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:
“Today I want to remind you that this month we are
celebrating National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month.
During this time we will read books to understand
traditions, music and history that have made many
contributions to Hispanic culture. Today we are going to
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read a book titled, Separate is Never Equal: Sylvia Mendez
and Her Family’s Fight for Desegregation by Duncan
Tonatiuh. In this book we will learn about how Sylvia
Méndez and her parents helped end school segregation in
California. She was an American citizen of Mexican and
Puerto Rican heritage who spoke and wrote perfect
English, Méndez was denied enrollment to a “Whites
only” school. Her parents took action by organizing the
Hispanic community and �ling a lawsuit in federal district
court. Their success eventually brought an end to the era
of segregated education in California. We will learn the
importance of including everyone, no matter the color of
their skin or their heritage.”

● Separate is Never Equal - Read Aloud

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Printable Activity: Hispanic-Latino Heritage

Month Mini Research Project

Evidence of  Learning (Assessments) Accommodations and Modi�cations

Formative Assessments:

● Exit Tickets
● Notebook Checks
● Conferences
● Drafts

Summative Assessments:

● Unit Projects
● Written Analysis
● Summative tests
● SAC (Structured Academic Controversy)
● Demonstrations
● Portfolio

Special Education:

● Curricular Modi�cations and Guidance for Students Educated in Special Class Settings
● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream

Learners)
Differentiation:

● Preview content and concepts
● Behavior management plan
● Highlight text
● Small group setting

High-Prep Differentiation:
● Alternative formative and summative assessments
● Guided Reading
● Personal agendas
● Project-based learning
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Benchmark Assessments:

● Initial Benchmark:  3rd Week of September
● Mid-year Benchmark: 4th Week of January
● End of year Benchmark:  Last week in May

Alternative Assessments:

● Choice Projects
● Portfolios
● Arguments Writing Assignments
● Notebook assessments
● Oral Presentations
● Socratic Seminars
● Primary Source Analysis
● Social Studies Instructional Strategies

● Tiered activities/assignments
● Varying organizers for instructions

Low-Prep Differentiation:
● Clubbing activities
● Exploration by interest
● Flexible groupings

English Language Learners:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream

Learners)

Students at Risk for Failure:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream

Learners}

Gifted and Talented

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream

Learners)

Students with 504 Plans

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cation
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream

Learners)

Core Instructional and Supplemental Materials
Professional Resources:

Core Instructional, Supplemental, Instructional, and
Intervention Resources

Core Professional Resources:

● Holocaust 911 Curriculumn
● September 11
● Liberty Science Center

Core Instructional Resources:

● Katrina Destruction
● Pyramid of Hate
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● Kidsbridge Tolerance Museum
● The National September 11 Memorial and Museum
● Amistad 3-5 Lesson Plans
● The Amistad Commission’s Literacy Components for Primary Grades
● Amistad Curriculum (K-12)

Supplemental Professional Resources:

● Stanford History Education Group
● iCivics
● Teaching Tolerance
● Facing History and Ourselves

● Talking Walls by Margy Burns Knight
● The Day Our World Changed: Children’s Art of 9/11 by Robin F. Goodman
● Lt. Victor J. Navarra
● Scholastic Articles
● Nine, Ten: A Septemver 11 Story by Nora Raleigh Baskin (Level U)
● Impact: The Story of the September 11 Terrorist Attacks (Level Y)
● America Is Under Attack by Don Brown (Level U)
● Any appropriate grade 7 book applicable to the unit chosen by the teacher

Supplemental Resources:

Suggested Lessons for  Di�erentiation with Small Groups:
● Newsela
● Brainpop
● 14 Cows for America by Carmen Deedy (Level  S)
● Fireboat: THe Heroic Adventures of John J. Harvey by Maria Kalman (Level M)
● What Were the Twin Towers? By Jim O’Connor (Level S)

Intervention Resources:

● Graphic Organizers
● Sca�olded Notes
● Closed Notes
● Shared Notes and slide presentations
● Study guides
● Newsela
● Brain Pop JR.
● Readworks
● CNN10

Interdisciplinary Connections Integration of  Technology through NJSLS

● Correlates to routines unit in math, rules and community units in social studies
Identify classroom routines in other subject areas: math, science, and social
studies.

● In Social Studies discuss routines in the community
● Understand what it means to “read close” in social studies, science, and foreign

language.
● O�er short, non�ction picture books and non�ction articles on science, social

studies, and foreign language related activities to encourage building background
knowledge and independent reading about topics of interest to students.

● Encourage students to respond to texts in their speci�c subject area notebooks as
they re�ect on what they have been reading.

● Create a word study word sort in Inspiration.
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net, storyit.com,

Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Ongoing:
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net, storyit.com,

Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Other:
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● Highlight texts, themes, and re�ections that connect to themes related to the

Holocaust; i.e. power, bullying, empathy, and social activism.
● Use Microsoft Word, Inspiration, or Smart Board Notebook software to write the words

from their word sorts.
● Use Inspiration to create a double timeline looking at plot events and character motivation.

Integration of  21st Century Themes and Skills Media Literacy Integration
● Financial, Economic, Business, and Entrepreneurial Literacy
● Civic Literacy
● Health Literacy
● Social Justice Literacy
● Creativity and Innovation
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving Communication and Collaboration

Information Literacy
● Media Literacy
● Life and Career Skills
● Creativity and Innovations
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
● Communication and Collaboration

● Ask students to look for speci�c things when they view videos or read print material, and
then ask questions about those items

● Build on the intuitive knowledge students have gained from media about the story and
character

● Clarify the distinction between �ction and non�ction in di�erent types of media reporting
on the same topic

● Use print materials to practice reading and comprehension skills
● Information Literacy

Career Education Global Perspective
● New Jersey Educational Field Trip
● Washington DC Trip
● History Based Field Trip
● Oregon Trail Webquest
● Flexibility and Adaptability
● Initiative and Self-Direction
● Social and Cross-Cultural Skills
● Productivity and Accountability
● Leadership and Responsibility

● National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month
● National Disability Employment Awareness Month
● National American Indian Heritage Month
● Black History Month
● National Women’s History Month,
● National Irish-American Heritage Month
● National Italian American Heritage Month
● Asian Paci�c American Heritage
● Older Americans’ Month
● Jewish American Heritage Month
● Week of Respect
● Red Ribbon Week
● International Dot Day (September 16)
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Unit 2: Economics Grade: 5th

Unit Overview:
This unit will progress in a logical order.  In order to gain your needs and wants, people need to get jobs.  Those jobs allow goods to be made, grown and sold.
With the money from the job and saved money, people can buy what they need and want.   This unit explores the basic needs and wants of people and how they
can obtain them.  This will allow the child to begin to prioritize what they can and can’t get.

NJ Student Learning Standards
Companion Standards:
Key Ideas and Details
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant connections from it; cite speci�c textual evidence when writing or speaking to support
conclusions drawn from the text.
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
Craft and Structure
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and �gurative meanings, and analyze how speci�c word choices shape meaning or tone.
NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how speci�c sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
Integration of  Knowledge and Ideas
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and speci�c claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and su�ciency of the evidence.
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and re�ect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and pro�ciently with sca�olding as needed.

21st-Century Life & Career Skills 
9.1 Personal Financial Literacy 
This standard outlines the important �scal knowledge, habits, and skills that must be mastered in order for students to make informed decisions about personal �nance. Financial literacy is an integral
component of a student's college and career readiness, enabling students to achieve ful�lling, �nancially-secure, and successful careers.
9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and Preparation
This standard outlines the importance of being knowledgeable about one's interests and talents, and being well informed about postsecondary and career options, career planning, and career
requirements.
Career Ready Practices
Career Ready Practices describe the career-ready skills that all educators in all content areas should seek to develop in their students. They are practices that have been linked to increase college, career,
and life success. Career Ready Practices should be taught and reinforced in all career exploration and preparation programs with increasingly higher levels of complexity and expectation as a student
advances through a program of study.
CRP1.  Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.
CRP2.  Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4.  Communicate clearly and e�ectively and with reason.
CRP5.  Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.
CRP6.  Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
CRP7.  Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
CRP8.  Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
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CRP9.  Model integrity, ethical leadership and e�ective management.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.

New Jersey Amistad Commission:: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
Every board of education shall incorporate the information regarding the contributions of African-Americans to our country in an appropriate place in the curriculum of elementary and secondary
school students.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts, 21st Century Life and Careers, Science, and Technology
Suggested Activities:
Math:  Graphs comparing populations, Compare latitude and longitude lines to a line graph
Science:  Environmental Changes, study agriculture

Social Studies Standards
By the end of  grade 5Grade: 6.1 U.S. History: America in the World:All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people,
cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that re�ect fundamental rights and core democratic values as
productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.

Core Idea Performance Expectations

Economics, Innovation and Technology: Exchange and Markets

The availability of human capital, physical, capital, and or natural resources has contributed to
the specialization of trade and production

● 6.1.5.EconEM.1: Explain why individuals and businesses specialize and trade.
● 6.1.5.EconEM.2: Identify examples of the variety of resources that are used to

produce goods and services (i.e., human capital, physical capital, natural resources).
● 6.1.5.EconEM.3: Describe how supply and demand in�uence price and output of

products.
● 6.1.5.EconEM.4: Compare di�erent regions of New Jersey to determine the role

that geography, natural resources, climate, transportation, technology, and/or the
labor force play in economic opportunities. 

The exchange of goods and services can have negative and positive e�ects. ● 6.1.5.EconEM.1: Explain why individuals and societies trade, how trade functions,
and the role of trade.

● 6.1.5.EconEM.2: Explain the system of mercantilism and its impact on the
economies of the colonies and European countries.

● 6.1.5.EconEM.3: Analyze the impact of triangular trade on multiple nations and
groups.

Economics, Innovation and Technology: Economic Ways of  Thinking

Economic decision making involves setting goals and identifying the resources available to
achieve those goals.

● 6.1.5.EconET.1: Identify positive and negative incentives that in�uence the decisions
people make.. 

An economy accounts for the bene�ts and costs of individual choices in dealing with the scarcity
of �nite resources.

● 6.1.5.EconET.2: Use quantitative data to engage in cost bene�t analyses of decisions
that impact the individual and/or community.
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● 6.1.5.EconET.3: Explain how scarcity and choice in�uence decisions made by

individuals, communities, and nations.

Economics, Innovation and Technology: National Economy

The government uses a variety of tools to pay for goods and services it provides to individuals
and communities.

● 6.1.5.EconNM.1: Explain the ways in which the government pays for the goods and
services it provides.

A nation's economy is in�uenced by its government, human and physical capital, availability of
resources, and technological progress.

● 6.1.5.EconNM.2: Use data to describe how the availability of resources in New
Jersey and other regions in the United States have impacted economic opportunities.

● 6.1.5.EconNM.3: Describe how the development of di�erent transportation systems
impacted the economies of New Jersey and the United States.

● 6.1.5.EconNM.4: Explain how creativity and innovation resulted in scienti�c
achievement and inventions in many cultures during di�erent historical periods.

● 6.1.5.EconNM.5: Explain how the availability of private and public goods and
services is in�uenced by the government and the global economy.

● 6.1.5.EconNM.6: Examine the qualities of entrepreneurs in a capitalistic society.
● 6.1.5.EconNM.7: Describe the role and relationship among households, businesses,

laborers, and governments within the economic system.

Economics, Innovation and Technology: Global Economy

Increased economic interdependence among nations is a result of trade, sharing of ideas, and
innovation.

● 6.1.5.EconGE.1: Explain how the development of communication systems has led to
increased collaboration and the spread of ideas throughout the United States and the
world.

● 6.1.5.EconGE.2: Explain how creativity and innovation resulted in scienti�c
achievement and inventions in many cultures during di�erent historical periods.

● 6.1.5.EconGE.3: Illustrate how production, distribution, and consumption of goods
and services are interrelated and are a�ected by the global market and events in the
world community.

● 6.1.5.EconGE.4: Use economic data to explain how trade leads to increasing
economic interdependence among nations.

● 6.1.5.EconGE.5: Compare and contrast how the availability of resources a�ects
people across the world di�erently.

● 6.1.5.EconGE.6: Evaluate the economic impact of science and technology
innovations on European exploration.

By the end of  grade 5: 6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century:All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural
understanding by working collaboratively to address the challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world

Core Idea Performance Expectations

Economics, Innovation, and Technology: Economic Ways of Thinking
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Economic decision making involves setting goals and identifying the resources available to
achieve those goals.

● 6.3.5.EconET.1: Investigate an economic issue that impacts children and propose a
solution.

9.2.4.A.3 Explain how income a�ects spending and take-home pay.

9.2.4.B.3 Explain what a budget is and why it is important.

9.2.4.B.4 Identify common household expense categories and sources of income.  

9.2.4.B.5 Identify ways to earn and save. 

Unit Enduring Understandings Essential Questions
● Families use money in many ways.
● Families can save money in several di�erent ways.
● Jobs in the community allow the towns to grow.
● Tax dollars goes towards public building and government

services.

● How do people in communities, states and nations organize to meet
their needs and wants?

● How can people make good choices about their needs and wants since
resources are limited?

● How are goods and services designed, produced and distributed to meet
the needs of consumers?

● How do the geography, natural resources, climate, transportation,
technology and labor force in di�erent regions of New Jersey in�uence
the types of goods and services produced in each region?

● How can I learn to behave and interact with people in di�erent social
settings, and who can help me?

● How can I establish and maintain healthy relationships?
Unit Teaching Points:

Bends Students will: Lessons

Bend I:
Community
and
Economy

● Students will be able to discuss how needs and
wants change as one ages and the impact of
planning, spending and saving.

● Explain and de�ne wants and needs that are associated
with age, and needed to survive

● Explain how people in communities work together
and make choices to meet their needs and wants
since resources are limited

Lesson #1: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
(Slideshow materials for reference or distance learning - Economics Gr 5
Lesson 1)
Teaching Point:
“Today I want to teach you that in life, we have needs and wants. Needs are
things people must have to live such as food, water, shelter, air, clothes.
People can have di�erent needs. A want is something people would like to
have. These are things such as a pet, a computer, an iphone, etc.
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Sometimes people want more than what they need.  You get what you
want or need by earning money. You can earn money when you have a job.
With this money you can purchase goods and services. When you earn
money, you can think about what you need and want and how much
money you need. Your needs and wants change as you get older. Today we
are going to

● Youtube Video- Needs and Wants
Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Needs and Wants Sort - materials can be found in Economics Gr
5 Lesson 2 slideshow)

● I Will Survive - Needs and Wants Song - materials can be found
in Economics Gr 5 Lesson 2 slideshow)

Lesson #2: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
(Slideshow materials for reference or distance learning - Economics Gr 5
Lesson 2)
Teaching Point:
“Today I want to remind you that: Needs are things that you need to
survive.  Examples of needs: food, water and clothing. Wants are things
that you would like to have, but can live without.  Examples of wants: ice
cream, iPad and video games.”
Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Needs and Wants Spending Challenge: materials can be found in
Economics Gr 5 Lesson 2 slideshow.

Lesson #3: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
(Slideshow materials for reference or distance learning -Economics Gr 5
Lesson 3)
Teaching Point:
“Today I want to teach you that supply and demand a�ects everyone. The
laws of supply and demand a�ect how much we pay for goods and services.
Goods are material things such as clothes, food, games etc. Services are
things that you want done such as: hair cut, car wash, house cleaning.
The price that you pay for a good or service is determined by two things.
The supply - the amount there is of a good or service
The demand -how much people want a product or service.”
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● Brainpop Video - Supply and Demand
● OR Flocabulary - Supply and Demand Song

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Digital Lemonade Game - Students will open a lemonade stand

and strive to make a pro�t. They will see how the decisions they
make a�ect their business.

● Supply and demand reading - materials can be found in
Economics Gr 5 Lesson 3 slideshow)

● Supply and demand drag and drop - - materials can be found in
Economics Gr 5 Lesson 3 slideshow)

Lesson 4: Circular Flow Game  (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:
“Today I am going to teach you about the circular �ow by sharing with
you readings and a video on how markets work.”

● Circular Flow Chart: - Observation 1: Have students come up
with observations based on the movement of the arrow. Focus on
the �ow of money

● Present the following scenario: (I do)
● Individual goes to Target and buys a video game

(Individual to business)
● Target has to pay taxes to the government (Business to

gov’t)
● The government hires a new employee (Gov’t to

Individual)
● The new employee can go to KMart and buy a Blu-ray

(Individual to business)
● Model for students how money exchanges from one hand to

another. To describe each scenario though the circular �ow chart.
Have the chart on the screen while each scenario is being
presented

We Do:
● The government needs to build a new interstate and hires a

paving company (Government to business)
● The business hires employees (business to individual)
● The employee pays taxes to the government on his wages

(individual to government)
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● The government starts a building project (government to
business)

Asynchronous Activity Option:
(You do): How does each of these steps work with circular �ow? Guide
the students if needed through this process.

● A business pays his quarterly taxes (business to government)
● The government gives a $600 tax refund to all individual

taxpayers (government to individual)
● The taxpayers buy laptops at Walmart (individuals to business)
● Walmart pays taxes on the laptops (business to government)

Supplemental Resources:
● Youtube Video - Schoolhouse Rock -Where the Money Goes

Lesson 5: Scarcity (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:
“Today I am going to teach you the meaning of scarcity and explain how it
can a�ect cost and decisions.”

● Youtube Video - What is Scarcity?
● Discussion question: why is it important for  individuals,

communities and countries to attempt to address the problem of
scarcity?

Asynchronous Activity Option:
Writing Assignment - choose one of the following scenario and respond to
the questions:

● People often want (or value) things they don't possess. Make a
'wish list' of ten things you would like to have. Beside each item
mark whether you think each one is a need or a want. Compare
your list to that of a partner and then of another person. List
items you think most members of the class want. Write yes or no
next to the items on your list.

● Imagine you were going to spend three months camping on a
tropical island with no services and were allowed to take ten
items with you. List the ten items. Compare this list to the list
generated in the above activity. Which list has more needs? Can
you explain why? Are there any items all members of the class
would take?
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Lesson 6: Taxes (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:
“Today I am going to teach you about the topic of taxes and we are going
to learn and discuss the bene�ts and potential drawbacks of taxation.
Most of you have heard of taxes but you might not really know where they
came from. I am going to show you this video on taxes. We are going to
watch it twice.  As you watch I want you to think about the following
questions:

● What are taxes?
● Why do we have taxes?
● How could taxes be bene�cial? Negative?

● Brainpop Video - Taxes
● Present the following scenario: “Think about earning allowances

for your chores, or rewards for your class job. Well today I am
telling you that some part of that allowance or reward is going to
be taken o�, or deducted. The money that gets deducted will be
used for an end of the year party for all my classes.”

● Whole Class Discussion: How does this tax plan make you feel?
Is it fair? Why or Why not?

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Writing response:  Based on the video and class discussion -Is

taxation bene�cial or harmful?

Day 2: Taxation (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:
“Today I am going to teach you about the di�erent types of taxes, how
they work and why they exist in our society.”

● Ask you students the last time they visited a national park, they
played in a local playground, or if they enjoyed the �reworks in
their city/town for the 4th of July. Think to yourself: Did they
enjoy it? What in particular did they like? Have them share

● Have you ever noticed the services at the park or even paid to
enter a state park?

● From our previous class we know: Taxes are the means by which
the society raises money to cover these public costs.
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● Today we are going to focus on sales, income and property taxes.
● Ask if they pay taxes. They may not know that they regularly pay

sales or transaction taxes whenever they buy things. States have
di�erent rates and counties and municipalities can also have a
sales tax. Or that when you get you get a paycheck you pay
certain taxes to the government depending on how much you
earn and where you live.

● Explore the % in the east coast area, have the students explore the
country synchronously or asynchronously

○ Sales Tax in your state
○ State income tax
○ Property income tax

Asynchronous Activity Options:
● Complete the following activities on taxes:

○ Sales Tax Activity
○ State Tax Activity
○ Property Tax Activity

Bend II:
NJ
Economy

Lesson 8: Economy - (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:
“Today we are going to explore the di�erent industries that exist in New
Jersey. There are di�erent industries that are important to the
economy.”

● Whole Class discussion: Discuss the major industries found in
New Jersey brie�y - students will do more research
independently.

Asynchronous Activity Options:
● Student Web Quest - Students will watch videos

independently on the following industries in NJ:
○ Agriculture
○ Manufacturing
○ Fishing
○ Biomedical Industry

● Have students create an industry pro�le with the following
question being addressed for each video:.
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○ What did you notice about the location of the
industries?

○ What are some products that can be found in each
industry?

○ What are some disadvantages and advantages of each
industry?

○ What are some fun facts about each industry?

Lesson 9: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:
“Today I am going to teach you about the major companies located in
New Jersey and how they make a strong economy. Economic growth is
an increase in the production of goods and services in an economy. Let’s
take a look at this video to learn more:

● As we watch this- Gross Domestic Product (GDP) Video I
want you to keep this question in mind, why is economic
growth necessary for our state?

● Discuss: GDP and its importance
● Make the connection: Think about industries that we talked

about last class, and how their success is valuable for our state.
● Share with students - Forbes list of major companies in New

Jersey major companies that exist in New Jersey (choose
companies from below or from the Forbes list)

● Video/commercials of various companies based in New Jersey.
○ Campbell Soup
○ Johnson and Johnson
○ Mars Chocolate

Asynchronous Activity Options:
● Have students research the company of their choice - look for

data such as -
○ Employment
○ Bene�ts
○ Pro�t
○ Loss

● Writing Response: What are the bene�ts or negatives of the
company you researched? Is it helping or hurting New Jersey’s
economic growth?
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Lesson 10:  (Synchronous/Mini Lesson)
Teaching Point:
“Today you are going to have the opportunity to create a product or
idea. Now that you are familiar with the industries of New Jersey-- you
are able to decide which industry that you would like to positively
impact.”

● Students will select an industry they would like to be a part of
in New Jersey.

● Students will then decide if they prefer to make a product for
that industry OR make a device, tool, system or a new
branding idea that will positively bene�t that industry. (i.e.:
Students can make a new kind of soup or new label for
Campbell's Soup Company, or create a new device to catch
�sh more e�ciently.

● Students can create a model, sketch, jingle or google slide to
advertise the new product etc.(as circumstances allow)

● Students can present their product or idea to the class.
● Students can vote on what they would buy or invest in.

Asynchronous Activity Option:
Project-based assignment:

● Students will select an industry they would like to be a part of
in New Jersey.

● Students will then decide if they prefer to make a product for
that industry OR make a device, tool, system or a new
branding idea that will positively bene�t that industry. (i.e.:
Students can make a new kind of soup or new label for
Campbell's Soup Company, or create a new device to catch
�sh more e�ciently.

● Students can create a model, sketch, jingle or google slide to
advertise the new product etc.(as circumstances allow)

Lesson 11: Project-based Career Exploration (Synchronous/Mini Lesson)
Teaching Point:
“Today you are going to take the time to explore careers in New Jersey.
What career interests you?
Asynchronous Activity Option:
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● Career Exploration Project Slide Template

Heritage
Celebrated
Month
Guide
(Cover in
all
curricular
areas

Italian Heritage Month (October)
Read Alouds and Resources:

● NJ Italian Heritage Commission (Grade 5) - For
resources and lesson plans

Topics:
● Verdi Opera singer Aida
● Immigration to Swedesboro, NJ
● Learn about Catherine DeAngelis, MD., M.P.H.

Students will:
● Learn about the famous Opera singer Aida, and why

she is a famous �gure to be studied
● Build on our knowledge of immigrations and explore

how Italian immigrants traveled across the Delaware
River from Philadelphia.

● Learn about Catherine DeAngelis, and how she paved
the way for not only Italian Americans but women all
over the country.

Italian Heritage Month Lesson: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:
“Today I want to teach you that this month we are celebrating Italian
Heritage Month. During this time we will read and learn about Italian
culture and how Italian people came to America. Today we are going to
learn about and read a story about Italian immigration to Swedesboro,
New Jersey. We will determine how the immigrants were able to improve
their lives in lots of ways.”

● Background information for teacher about Italian
Immigration/lesson plan and additional materials - New Jersey
Italian Immigration

● In the above document you will be able to access the article
“Italian Immigration to Swedesboro, NJ and a question set for
students.

● Read the article and discuss.
Asynchronous Activity Options:

● Reread article
● Answer question set

Evidence of  Learning (Assessments) Accommodations and Modi�cations

Formative Assessments:

● Exit Tickets
● Notebook Checks
● Conferences
● Drafts

Summative Assessments:

● Unit Projects
● Written Analysis
● Summative tests
● Demonstrations

Special Education:

● Curricular Modi�cations and Guidance for Students Educated in Special Class Settings
● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream

Learners)
Differentiation:

● Preview content and concepts
● Behavior management plan
● Highlight text
● Small group setting

High-Prep Differentiation:
● Alternative formative and summative assessments
● Guided Reading
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● Portfolio

Benchmark Assessments:

● Initial Benchmark:  3rd Week of September
● Mid-year Benchmark: 4th Week of January
● End of year Benchmark:  Last week in May

Alternative Assessments:

● Choice Projects
● Portfolios
● Arguments Writing Assignments
● Notebook assessments
● Oral Presentations
● Socratic Seminars
● Primary Source Analysis
● Social Studies Instructional Strategies

● Personal agendas
● Project-based learning
● Tiered activities/assignments
● Varying organizers for instructions

Low-Prep Differentiation:
● Clubbing activities
● Exploration by interest
● Flexible groupings

English Language Learners:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream

Learners)

Students at Risk for Failure:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream

Learners}

Gifted and Talented

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream

Learners)

Students with 504 Plans

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cation
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream

Learners)

Core Instructional and Supplemental Materials
Professional Resources:

Core Instructional, Supplemental, Instructional, and
Intervention Resources

Core Professional Resources:

● Social Studies Leveled Libraries

Core Instructional Resources:

● Money Instructor

Board Adopted August 30, 2021

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OEOd4BgNJYGMZJZvXwYQXAqRdYqITuxhV8k_hCik0R8/edit#
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1JEIa3GVqldiv9d3WDsNwCM0ITyg4DlDCsl8L01-rlIg/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.moneyinstructor.com/


Florham Park Social Studies
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● United States Adventures in Time and Place Macmillan/McGraw-Hill
● Prices Go Up, Prices Go Down: The Laws of Supply and Demand by David

A. Adler
● Environmental Geology: Facing the Challenges of Our Changing Earth by

John Erickson
● Amistad 3-5 Lesson Plans
● The Amistad Commission’s Literacy Components for Primary Grades
● Amistad Curriculum (K-12)

Supplemental Professional Resources:

● Stanford History Education Group
● iCivics
● Teaching Tolerance
● Facing History and Ourselves

● Economy
● Borrowing Money
● Global Financial Crisis (Level Z)
● Kids On Strike (Level V)
● Made You Look: How Advertising Works And Why You Should Know (Level Z)
● Making Good Choices About Fair Trade (Level Z)
● Any appropriate grade 5  book applicable to the unit chosen by the teacher

Supplemental Resources:

Suggested Lessons for  Di�erentiation with Small Groups:
● Newsela
● Brainpop
● Starting Your Own Business (Level T)
● What Are Goods and Services (Level R)
● What is Money? (Level W)

Intervention Resources:

● Graphic Organizers
● Sca�olded Notes
● Closed Notes
● Shared Notes and slide presentations
● Study guides
● Newsela
● Brain Pop JR.
● Readworks
● CNN10

Interdisciplinary Connections Integration of  Technology through NJSLS

● Correlates to routines unit in math, rules and community units in social studies
Identify classroom routines in other subject areas: math, science, and social
studies.

● In Social Studies discuss routines in the community
● Understand what it means to “read close” in social studies, science, and foreign

language.
● O�er short, non�ction picture books and non�ction articles on science, social

studies, and foreign language related activities to encourage building
background knowledge and independent reading about topics of interest to
students.

● Encourage students to respond to texts in their speci�c subject area notebooks as
they re�ect on what they have been reading.

● Create a word study word sort in Inspiration.
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net, storyit.com,

Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Ongoing:
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net, storyit.com,

Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Other:
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● Highlight texts, themes, and re�ections that connect to themes related to the

Holocaust; i.e. power, bullying, empathy, and social activism.
● Use Microsoft Word, Inspiration, or Smart Board Notebook software to write the words

from their word sorts.
● Use Inspiration to create a double timeline looking at plot events and character motivation.

Integration of  21st Century Themes and Skills Media Literacy Integration
● Financial, Economic, Business, and Entrepreneurial Literacy
● Civic Literacy
● Health Literacy
● Social Justice Literacy
● Creativity and Innovation
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving Communication and Collaboration

Information Literacy
● Media Literacy
● Life and Career Skills
● Creativity and Innovations
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
● Communication and Collaboration

● Ask students to look for speci�c things when they view videos or read print material, and
then ask questions about those items

● Build on the intuitive knowledge students have gained from media about the story and
character

● Clarify the distinction between �ction and non�ction in di�erent types of media reporting
on the same topic

● Use print materials to practice reading and comprehension skills
● Information Literacy

Career Education Global Perspective
● New Jersey Educational Field Trip
● Washington DC Trip
● History Based Field Trip
● Oregon Trail Webquest
● Flexibility and Adaptability
● Initiative and Self-Direction
● Social and Cross-Cultural Skills
● Productivity and Accountability
● Leadership and Responsibility

● National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month
● National Disability Employment Awareness Month
● National American Indian Heritage Month
● Black History Month
● National Women’s History Month,
● National Irish-American Heritage Month
● National Italian American Heritage Month
● Asian Paci�c American Heritage
● Older Americans’ Month
● Jewish American Heritage Month
● Week of Respect
● Red Ribbon Week
● International Dot Day (September 16

Unit 3: Exploration & The New World (1583-1683) Grade 5
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5th Grade Social Studies Curriculum
Unit Overview:

The unit explores the early civilizations and cultures of America. It examines European exploration and colonization of North America. Speci�cally, how the
government a�ected the colonies and how European culture created the foundation of many of the institutions and cultures that America values to this date. This
unit will also study the social, religious and economic impact that colonists experienced based on geographic location. Through studying the beginnings of
American history, students will develop an appreciation of the common past and experience that all Americans share. This will compliment the cultural diversity
within each classroom. This infusion includes the historic context behind the African Slave Trade (historic uses of slavery, other forms of exploitative labor
practices), the role of African Kingdoms in the Triangle Trade routes, the experiences of the Middle Passage and the contributions (cultural, religious,
technological, etc.) African peoples brought to the Americas.

NJ Student Learning Standards
Companion Standards:
Key Ideas and Details
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant connections from it; cite speci�c textual evidence when writing or speaking to support
conclusions drawn from the text.
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
Craft and Structure
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and �gurative meanings, and analyze how speci�c word choices shape meaning or tone.
NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how speci�c sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
Integration of  Knowledge and Ideas
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and speci�c claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and su�ciency of the evidence.
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and re�ect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and pro�ciently with sca�olding as needed.
Reading History and Social Studies:
Key Ideas and Details
RH.6-8.1. Cite speci�c textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.
RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.
RH.6-8.3. Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered).
Craft and Structure
RH.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary speci�c to domains related to history/social studies.
RH.6-8.5. Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally).
RH.6-8.6. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts).
Integration of  Knowledge and Ideas
RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts.
RH.6-8.8. Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text.
RH.6-8.9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic.
Range of  Reading and Level of  Text Complexity
RH.6-8.10.  By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and pro�ciently

21st-Century Life & Career Skills 
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9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and Preparation
This standard outlines the importance of being knowledgeable about one's interests and talents, and being well informed about postsecondary and career options, career planning, and career requirements.
Career Ready Practices
Career Ready Practices describe the career-ready skills that all educators in all content areas should seek to develop in their students. They are practices that have been linked to increase college, career, and
life success. Career Ready Practices should be taught and reinforced in all career exploration and preparation programs with increasingly higher levels of complexity and expectation as a student advances
through a program of study.
CRP1.  Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.
CRP2.  Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4.  Communicate clearly and e�ectively and with reason.
CRP5.  Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.
CRP6.  Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
CRP7.  Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
CRP8.  Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
CRP9.  Model integrity, ethical leadership and e�ective management.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.

New Jersey Amistad Commission:: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
Every board of education shall incorporate the information regarding the contributions of African-Americans to our country in an appropriate place in the curriculum of elementary and secondary school
students.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts, 21st Century Life and Careers, Science, and Technology
Suggested Activities:
Math:  Graphs comparing populations, Compare latitude and longitude lines to a line graph
Science:  Environmental Changes, study agriculture

CPI Standards
By the end of  grade 5Grade: 6.1 U.S. History: America in the World:All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people,
cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that re�ect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive
citizens in local, national, and global communities

Core Idea Performance Expectations

History, Culture, and Perspectives: Continuity and Change

Chronological sequencing helps us understand the interrelationship of historical events. ● 6.1.5.HistoryCC.1: Analyze key historical events from the past to explain how they led
to the creation of the state of New Jersey and the United States.

● 6.1.5.HistoryCC.2: Use a variety of sources to illustrate how the American identity
has evolved over time.
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Interaction of people and events have shaped the world we experience today. ● 6.1.5.History CC3Use multiple sources to describe how George Washington, Thomas

Je�erson, Benjamin Franklin, and Governor William Livingston have impacted state
and national governments over time.

● 6.1.5.HistoryCC.4: Use evidence to document how the interactions among African,
European, and Native American groups impacted their respective cultures.

● 6.1.5.HistoryCC.5: Analyze the power struggle among European countries and
determine its impact on people living in Europe and the Americas.

● 6.1.5.HistoryCC.6: Use multiple sources to make evidence-based inferences on the
impact of European colonization on Native American populations, including the
Lenni Lenape of New Jersey.

● 6.1.5.HistoryCC.7; Evaluate the initial and lasting impact of slavery using sources that
represent multiple perspectives.

● 6.1.5.HistoryCC.8: Make evidence-based inferences to describe how the in�uence of
Native American groups, including the Lenni Lenape culture, is manifested in
di�erent regions of New Jersey.

● 6.1.5.HistoryCC.9: Evaluate the impact of ideas, inventions, and other contributions
of prominent �gures who lived in New Jersey.

● 6.1.5.HistoryCC.10: Analyze the power struggle among European countries and
determine its impact on people living in Europe and the Americas.

● 6.1.5.HistoryCC.11: Make evidence-based inferences to explain the impact that belief
systems and family structures of African, European, and Native American groups had
on government structures.

● 6.1.5.HistoryCC.12; Determine the roles of religious freedom and participatory
government in various North American colonies.

● 6.1.5.HistoryCC.13: Craft a claim explaining how the development of early
government structures impacted the evolution of American politics and institutions.

● 6.1.5.HistoryCC.14: Compare the practice of slavery and indentured servitude in
Colonial labor systems.

History, Culture, and Perspectives: Understanding Perspectives

Events may be viewed di�erently based on one's perspective. ● 6.1.5.HistoryUP.1:Describe the reasons various groups, voluntarily and involuntarily,
immigrated to New Jersey and America, and cite evidence from multiple perspectives
to describe the challenges they encountered.

● 6.1.5.HistoryUP.2: Compare and contrast forms of governance, belief systems, and
family structures among African, European, and Native American groups.

● 6.1.5.HistoryUP.3: Use multiple perspectives to evaluate the impact of the Columbian
Exchange on ecolog6, agriculture, and culture

● 6.1.5.HistoryUP.4: Compare and contrast gender roles, religion, values, cultural
practices, and political systems of Native American groups.

Historical records are shaped by the society that the creator lived in. ● 6.1.5.HistoryUP.5: Compare and contrast historians' interpretations of important
historical ideas, resources and events.
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● 6.1.5.HistoryUP.6: Evaluate the impact of di�erent interpretations of experiences and

events by people with di�erent cultural or individual perspectives.
● 6.1.5.HistoryUP.7: Describe why it is important to understand the perspectives of

other cultures in an interconnected world.

History, Culture, and Perspectives: Historical Sourcing and Evidence

There are a variety of sources that help us understand the past. ● 6.1.5.HistorySE.1: Examine multiple accounts of early European explorations of
North America including major land and water routes, reasons for exploration, and
the impact the exploration had.

Our understanding of the past deepens through analysis of a wide variety of primary and
secondary sources.

● 6.1.5.HistorySE.2: Construct an argument for the signi�cant and enduring role of
historical symbols, monuments, and holidays and how they a�ect the American
identity.

History, Culture, and Perspectives: Claims and Argumentation

Historians use evidence from multiple sources to support their claims and arguments about the
past.

● 6.1.5.HistoryCA.1: Craft an argument, supported with historical evidence, for how
factors such as demographics (i.e.,race, gender, religion  and economic status) a�ected
social, economic, and political opportunities during the Colonial era.

9.1.8.B.1 Use multiple points of view to create alternative solutions.

9.1.8.B.2 Assess data gathered to solve a problem for which there are varying perspectives (e.g.,
cross-cultural, gender-speci�c, generational), and determine how the data can best be used to
design multiple solutions.    

WHST.6-8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scienti�c
procedures/ experiments, or technical processes.

WHST.6-8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

WHST.6-8.9. Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, re�ection, and research.

RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other
information in print and digital texts.

RH.6-8.9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic.

Unit Enduring Understandings Essential Questions
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● Religious con�ict, the revival of learning in Europe, the desire for

gold and glory, the desire to �nd a shorter water route to Asia,
and the desire to establish colonies were the main reasons why
Europeans explored.

● Slavery had been part of the social and economic system since
ancient times and that most slaves in Africa were people who had
been captured in war.

● The Spanish, English, French, and Dutch set up types of
government in their colonies based on their view of how best to
control their colonies.

● The way people made a living in the colonies depended on
location, climate, and topography of the land.

● What led to the exploration of new water and land routes?
● What was the impact of science, religion and technology

innovations on European exploration?
● What was the role of trade during this period?
● What was the impact of the Colombian Exchange on ecology,

agriculture and culture?
● How did interactions among African, European, and Native

American groups begin a cultural transformation?
● How can I learn to behave and interact with people in di�erent

social settings, and who can help me?
● How can I become better at identifying the thoughts, feelings and

perspectives of others; appreciating the di�erences among our
cultural backgrounds; and demonstrating respect when people
have viewpoints that are di�erent from my own?

Unit Teaching Points:

Bends Topics Lessons
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Bend I: Bend I: Three Worlds Meet Lesson 1A: Origin of the West African European Trade (Mini
Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:
“Today I am going to teach you the origins of the West African European trade
in order to understand what led to the exploration of the Americas.”

● Display map - West African Empire:
● West Africa Trade Routes and Empire Map - This Map is interactive

and can be adjusted to look at the regions of Ghana, Mali, and
Songhai

● Have students record observations about the regions. How did the
land change through the time?

Asynchronous Activity Options:
● Divide part of the class into research groups to investigate West

Africa’s great kingdoms—Ghana, Mali, and Songhai.
● The students should provide information about each of these

kingdoms by answering the following questions:
○ Where was the kingdom located in Africa?
○ How did the locations lead to each kingdom’s wealth and

power?
○ How was trade important?
○ What items were used for trade?
○ Who were their trading partners?
○ What were their accomplishments?
○ How did the empire fall?

● Provide the following links for research-
○ West African Civilization
○ Empire of Ancient Mali
○ Empire of Ancient Ghana
○ Songhai Empire
○ Trading Kingdom of West Africa

Lesson 1B (Day 2) - Origin of the West African European Trade (Mini
Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:
“Today your classmates will present to you their �ndings from their research on
West Africa’s Great Kingdoms.”

● Students will present their �ndings
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● Whole class discussion involving the  following questions -
○ How did technological advances in sea travel make

exploration possible?
○ How did trade a�ect Europe and Africa?
○ How did the slave trade a�ect Africa?
○ How was the slave trade with the Europeans di�erent from

the slavery that already existed in Africa?
Asynchronous Activity:

● Writing Response: Choose any of the questions above for students to
respond to.

Lesson 2A: Meet the  Native Americans (Synchronous/Mini Lesson)
Teaching Point:
“Today I am going to ask that you take some time today to review and refresh
your knowledge about how Native Americans- where they lived  throughout
the land that is now called the United States, and their lifestyle, and beliefs.”

● Students will refresh their knowledge and research about the di�erent
Native American tribes found throughout what is now called the
United States.

Asynchronous Activity:
● Native American Webquest: Assign webquest as a group/

independent or jigsaw activity (Webquest for resources)
(Create a response sheet for the students as the one on the webquest won't
work.)

Lesson 2B (Day 2) - (Synchronous/Whole Class)
Teaching Point:
“Today your classmates will share their �ndings about the di�erent tribes of
Native Americans from their webquest adventure.”

● Go over the �ndings from the webquest
● Whole Class Discussion: How did the geographical location of the

Native Americans a�ect their way of life?
● Discuss how the Native Americans occupied di�erent regions in the

US before explorers came?
● Youtube Video: Native Americans Today: This is a 8 min video-

preview part/whole video.
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● Discuss: In the present day, how does geographical location a�ect
students’ lives?

Asynchronous Activity:
● Writing Response Choices:

○ Response: Have students compare and contrast the map of
the United States now, to that shown in the webquest

○ -Based on all the webquest, and video: respond: What is  the
signi�cance of land for Native Americans, and how has it
changed overtime?

Lesson 3: Europe (Mini lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:
“Today I am going to teach you why Europe decided that they needed to
explore. We are going to explore the political and technological developments
that made it possible.”

● Explain to students that West Africa and America are two worlds we
already explored. Europe is the third and they are deeply connected.

● Inquiry 1: What is meant by three worlds?
● Display the Map of Europe 1492
● Interpret Map: What were the most important European powers at

this time?
● Why were Portugal and Spain particularly good places for overseas

exploration?
Whole Class discussion:

● Discuss the European event of the late 1400s to early 1500s that had a
far reaching impact on European life?

● Religion
● Need for prosperity
● Discuss why advances in technology that allowed for exploration

Asynchronous Activity:
● Reading: Section 4 of the PDF: the entire PDF could be used for

readings on all three worlds
● Have students take notes with the following subheadings:

○ European Religion 1492
○ Society
○ Technology
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https://legacy.lib.utexas.edu/maps/historical/europe_15th_colbeck.jpg
https://www.beaufort.k12.nc.us/apps/downloads/downloads/schools/washington-high-school/teachers/laura-thompson/american-history-i/chapter-1-three-worlds-meet.pdf
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Lesson 4: Three Worlds Meet (Synchronous/Mini Lesson)
Teaching Point:
“Students so far we have individually learned about three nations and their
lifestyles. You’ve learned about their land, culture and today I am going to
teach you about how they met.”

● Inquiry: How did the three worlds meet?
● Emphasize things that Europeans did not have (e.g., tomato, potato)

that would be discovered in the New World. When the students have
exhausted their pre-knowledge, provide essential information to
illustrate:

● Why Europeans found spices so desirable
● Why peasants in Europe were dependent upon nobles
● Why Europe needed to �nd a new route to the Far East
● Why Spain was willing to provide funds for Columbus
● How Northern and Southern Europe were divided by religion.
● Discuss exploration from Europe’s POV as they look at food, spices,

and their technology to explore.
Asynchronous Activity:

● Read article - Three Worlds Meet
● Youtube Video - Age of Exploration

Lesson 5: Encounter (Synchronous/Mini Lesson)
Teaching Point:
“Today we are going to learn more about Christpher Columbus and his journey.
We are going to read the book called Encounter by Jane Yolen.
This is the story of Columbus’ landing in the Americas, as told by a boy of the
Taino people who already lived there.”

● Read Aloud: Encounter by Jane Yolen
● Discussion

Asynchronous Activity:
● Brainpop Video: Christopher Columbus
● Christopher Columbus Brainpop Activity

Lesson 6: (Synchronous/Mini Lesson)
Teaching Point:
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https://www.pacsnewark.org/document.doc?id=1881
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7nItN2c6gZ4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=15&v=NSRvWlCwlKU&feature=emb_logo
https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/famoushistoricalfigures/christophercolumbus/
https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/famoushistoricalfigures/christophercolumbus/worksheet/
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“We have explored Europe’s vision and reasons for exploration, but today we
are going to understand the e�ects of this exploration on West Africa and on
the Native Americans. “
Synchronous Activity Choices:

● Kahn Academy Video: Origin of European Exploration of the
Americas

● Discussion Topics:
○ The impact of exploration on Africa and the Native

Americans
○ Understand the circle of trade (map is in section 4 see link

below)
○ Discuss the di�erent points of view  on Columbus

Asynchronous Activity:
● Reading: Back and Forth Across the Atlantic in the Columbian

Exchange
● Writing Response- using any of the discussion points above

Bend II Bend II: Road to Settlement Lesson 7: (Mini Lesson/Asynchronous)
Teaching Point:
Today I am going to teach you about the exchange that Columbus set up, and
discuss what was right or problematic with the exchange.”

● Use this link for read aloud and discussion about Columbus and his
exchange: PBS: Christopher Columbus Exchange

● Teacher's Guide for the Columbian Exchange Slides
(Teacher Tip: This is a full web lesson and can be imported to Google Classroom.
Using Google Classroom you can see responses of individual students. There are
response sheets that can be downloaded to google classroom as well)
Asynchronous Activity:

● Writing Activity: The Columbian Exchange Writing Assignment-
students will explore Columbus’ routes, exchanges and the long term
positive and negative e�ects.

Lesson 8A: Understanding Exploration and Settlement (Mini
Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:
“Today I am going to teach you about the other explorers and settlers that came to
the United States and settled in di�erent parts of the country. “
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https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/us-history/precontact-and-early-colonial-era/old-and-new-worlds-collide/v/origins-of-european-exploration-in-the-americas
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/us-history/precontact-and-early-colonial-era/old-and-new-worlds-collide/v/origins-of-european-exploration-in-the-americas
https://newsela.com/read/BHP-WH-The-Columbian-Exchange/id/7382/?collection_id=339
https://newsela.com/read/BHP-WH-The-Columbian-Exchange/id/7382/?collection_id=339
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/midlit11.soc.splcol/the-columbian-exchange/support-materials/
https://d43fweuh3sg51.cloudfront.net/media/assets/wgbh/midlit11/midlit11_doc_splcoltg/midlit11_doc_splcoltg.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NLCU-UYR8CWDqAvGjVQD4I31T8U6HH4D/view?usp=sharing
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Asynchronous Activity: Jigsaw (Exploration and Regions)
● French and Dutch Explorers

○ French and Dutch Colonization
○ French and Dutch Exploration

● Spanish/Portruguse Explorers
○ Spanish Colonization
○ The Spanish Conquistadores

● English Explorers
○ England in the Age of Exploration
○ Motivations for English Colonization

● Remind students will present their �ndings via, online poster or
powerpoint/google slides etc.

● The students' presentation must include the reason for exploration,
where they settled in the USA regions, and the positive and negative
e�ects of migration. What were their economic, political and religious
motivations?

Lesson #8B - (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:
“Today students will present their �ndings on explorers, exploration and
colonization.”

● Students will present their work.
Asynchronous Activity:

● Writing Response: Pretend you’re a journalist today writing an opinion
piece about the Age of Explorers: Should historians have named this
movement as the Age of Exploration or Age of Invasion. Explain your
response using evidence from your �ndings.

Lesson 9A: The Beginning of Slave Trade (Mini Lesson/ Asynchrnous)
Teaching Point:
“Students, we have established how West Africa became an important part of trade
and transport for Europe but we also know it was a the beginning of the Slave
trade. Today I am going to teach you about how the slave trade started and the
e�ects it had on the world.”

● Show students- Map of the Triangular Trade (pg 2)
● Using a di�erent color,  draw a line connecting the following: • Europe

to Africa • Africa to North America • North America to Europe
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https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/us-history/colonial-america/early-english-settlement/v/french-and-dutch-colonization
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/us-history/colonial-america/early-english-settlement/a/french-and-dutch-exploration
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/us-history/precontact-and-early-colonial-era/spanish-colonization/v/spanish-colonization
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/us-history/precontact-and-early-colonial-era/spanish-colonization/a/the-spanish-conquistadores-and-colonial-empire
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/us-history/colonial-america/early-english-settlement/v/england-in-the-age-of-exploration
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/us-history/colonial-america/early-english-settlement/v/motivations-for-english-colonization
https://www.madison-lake.k12.oh.us/userfiles/174/Classes/23646/The%20Triangular%20Trade%20Packet.pdf
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● Explain to students that this is the triangle of trade that was formed by
exploration and settlement.

● Explain to students that this shape represents the movement of people
and goods that was the slave trade. Because of its shape, it was known as
Triangular Trade. Ask the to focus on the trading of slaves that occurs
from West Africa to America

● Youtube Video - The Atlantic Slave Trade
Asynchronous Activity:

● Distribute - Slave Ships Reading
● Writing Response:

○ Based on the reading and the video answer the following
questions:

■ How did slavery started in the new world?
■ How did treatment of African slaves di�er from

treatment of indentured servants?
■ Why did the importation of slaves increase

throughout the colonial period?

Lesson 9B: The Middle Passage (Mini Lesson/ Synchronous)
Teaching Point:
“Yesterday we learned about how slavery started, the reason for slavery, and how
the slaves were bought and sold in the triangular trade. Today I want to teach you
about the Middle passage, which is the journey from Africa to the new world.”

● Display the image from yesterday - Slave Ship Reading
● Display an image of a modern cruise ship (side by side if you can) -

Modern Day Cruise Ship Photo
○ The �rst one is approximately 100ft in length and just over 20ft

at its widest part and it carried 609 slaves.
○ The cruise ship is 893ft long and 125ft wide and can carry a

maximum of 3,470.
○ Therefore, it carries just under 6x the number of people BUT is

almost 9x longer and just over 6x wider.
○ To give an example a football pitch is 393ft long so the slave

ship is virtually a quarter of a pitch long whilst the cruise ship is
roughly 2 and 1/3 pitches long

○ A pitch is 150ft wide so the slave ship is around 1/8 of the
width and the cruise ship is almost the same width.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3NXC4Q_4JVg
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NKE7pNXoxcfo6uBdM6QR3RcsIrlRWF34/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NKE7pNXoxcfo6uBdM6QR3RcsIrlRWF34/view?usp=sharing
https://images.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?p=image+of+modern+cruise+ship&fr=yhs-sz-001&hspart=sz&hsimp=yhs-001&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi.ytimg.com%2Fvi%2Fca-ughZdtnc%2Fmaxresdefault.jpg#id=11&iurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi.ytimg.com%2Fvi%2Fca-ughZdtnc%2Fmaxresdefault.jpg&action=click
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(*The goal is to show students to di�culty of traveling in the slave ship, in terms of
the space they were given*)

● Explain that the process of transporting the captured slave to the New
World was called the Middle Passage. Ask if they can speculate why?
(The initial Passage was the capture in Africa; the �nal Passage was the
sale to a plantation owner.)

● Passages from travelers on the ship - Triangular Slave Trade - can be done
as a guided practice or independent practice

Asynchronous Activity:
● The African Slave Trade and the Middle Passage- The Middle Passage

Webquest
● Writing Response: Why did the middle passage became such a di�cult

journey?

Lesson 9C- Slavery Today (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:
“Today I am going to teach you about how slavery still exisits in the world today,
and the long lasting e�ects of slavery that started with the triangular trade.”

● Inquiry: How did the author support his claim in the article “There are
30 million slaves in the world, report says.”? Jot down evidence from the
text.

● Article: War and Peace - There are 30 million slaves in the world, '' the
report says found on Newsela

● Have students read the article in groups, and complete the graphic
organizer. Note that this article does not deal with a counterargument.
Ask students if they could think of one? Discuss the content, author,
purpose, and format. Who is the potential audience? What is the
author’s bias?

Asynchronous Activity:
● Writing Response: Students will answer the Inquiry question using

evidence from the text and discussion.

Lesson 10- (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Explorers  Project: 3-5 day project
Teaching Point:
“Today I want to teach you that Explorers make journeys into the unknown and
make records of their travels. From the explorers of thousands of years ago who set
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SqIHUjN493HRaF8beEnqKZCOrtOXcOJh/view?usp=sharing
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part1/1narr4.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part1/1narr4.html
https://newsela.com/read/slavery-report/id/1507/
https://newsela.com/read/slavery-report/id/1507/
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out in small boats to modern-day astronauts, human beings have set out to explore
new territories. Explorers document their discoveries through telling stories,
drawing pictures, making maps, and keeping diaries. They have made our world
what it is today.”

● Introduce explorers project
● Allow students to choose explorer to research
● Provide appropriate sites for research

Asynchronous Activity:
● Students will research and record �ndings- Gr 5 Explorer Project Note

Sheet and Rubric
● Students will create a Google Slide presentation to present to the class.

Heritage
Celebrated
Month Guide
(Cover in all
curricular
areas

Black History Month Read Aloud Options:
● The Other Side by Jacquline Woodson
● The Color of Us by Karen Katz
● A Black Woman Did That: 40 Boundary

Breaking, Bar Rising, World Changing
Women

● Lift Every Voice Sing by James Weldon
Johnson

● Little Leaders: Bold Women in Black History
by Vashti Harrison

Students will:
● understand the struggles of the community,

and how it impacts the community
● understand the importance of inclusion of

more people from di�erent backgrounds

Black History Month Lesson 1: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:
“Today I want to teach you that in the month of February we take
time to acknowledge Black History Month. During this time we
celebrate diversity and remember black people that have made an
impact in history.”

● Read Aloud: The Other Side by Jacquline Woodson
Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Writing Response: Students will respond to the story.

Black History Month Lesson: ( Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:
“Today I want to remind you that in the month of February we take time to
acknowledge Black History Month. During this time we celebrate diversity and
remember black people that have made an impact in history.”

● Read Aloud: The Color of Us by Karen Katz
● Purpose of this read aloud is to help students to understand the

importance of inclusion of more people from di�erent backgrounds
Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Writing Response: Students will respond to the story.

Black History Month Lesson 3:  (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:

Board Adopted August 30, 2021

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1v6v6PQMpSNnR86SaSmiMQd_lfd09vA1z/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1v6v6PQMpSNnR86SaSmiMQd_lfd09vA1z/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CZUFPAM51jo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O58brpCvmRs
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“Today I want to teach you that your perspective on the world is in�uenced by the
experiences that you’ve had in your life. This is true with the characters in our
stories, as well. Therefore, it’s important to ask yourself, ‘Why did this character
act, speak, or think that way? What clues do their past experiences give me about
why they acted that way?’”

● Read Aloud: Magnificent Homespun Brown by Samara Cole-Doyon
● Analyze the hidden messages about race do authors and illustrators of

picture books send to readers
Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Writing Response: Students will respond to the story.

Heritage
Celebrated
Month Guide
(Cover in all
curricular
areas

National American Indian Heritage Month
(November)

Read Aloud Options:
● I Can Make This Promise by Christine Day

(Level S)
● A Stranger At Home: A True Story by Christy

Jordan Fenton, Margaret Pokiaik Fenton
(Level T)

● Children of the Longhouse by Joseph Bruchac
(Level S)

Students will:
● participate in critical discussions about their

knowledge of Native Americans,
understanding that Native people are part of
contemporary America.

● access and gather information about Native
Americans from Websites.

● illustrate to students that Native Americans
are present in modern day American society

National American Indian Heritage Month Lesson: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:
“Today I want to teach you that November is National Indian Heritage Month.
During this time I would like to remind you that although we have learned about
Native Americans and their contributions to American history, I also want to
remind you that Native Americans still continue to be part of contemporary
America. Meaning, they are part of our society today and this month we celebrate
their heritage.”
Read Aloud Options:

● I Can Make This Promise by Christine Day (Level S)
● A Stranger At Home: A True Story by Christy Jordan Fenton, Margaret

Pokiaik Fenton (Level T)
● Children of the Longhouse by Joseph Bruchac (Level S)

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Based on the read aloud, students may generate a written response.
● Students can research contemporary Native Americans- homes, jobs,

lifestyles

Evidence of  Learning (Assessments) Accommodations and Modi�cations

Board Adopted August 30, 2021

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=25KPxdDWzZM
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Formative Assessments:

● Exit Tickets
● Notebook Checks
● Conferences
● Drafts

Summative Assessments:

● Unit Projects
● Written Analysis
● Summative tests
● SAC (Structured Academic Controversy)
● Demonstrations
● Portfolio

Benchmark Assessments:

● Initial Benchmark:  3rd Week of September
● Mid-year Benchmark: 4th Week of January
● End of year Benchmark:  Last week in May

Alternative Assessments:

● Choice Projects
● Portfolios
● Arguments Writing Assignments
● Notebook assessments
● Oral Presentations
● Socratic Seminars
● Primary Source Analysis
● Social Studies Instructional Strategies

Special Education:

● Curricular Modi�cations and Guidance for Students Educated in Special Class
Settings

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)
Differentiation:

● Preview content and concepts
● Behavior management plan
● Highlight text
● Small group setting

High-Prep Differentiation:
● Alternative formative and summative assessments
● Guided Reading
● Personal agendas
● Project-based learning
● Tiered activities/assignments
● Varying organizers for instructions

Low-Prep Differentiation:
● Clubbing activities
● Exploration by interest
● Flexible groupings

English Language Learners:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Students at Risk for Failure:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners}

Gifted and Talented

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OEOd4BgNJYGMZJZvXwYQXAqRdYqITuxhV8k_hCik0R8/edit#
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CojyW8KphR7mZgS-wgTxmO1y6z0uhZJwEpV5tJ_Aqk8/edit?ts=5e44465c&pli=1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CojyW8KphR7mZgS-wgTxmO1y6z0uhZJwEpV5tJ_Aqk8/edit?ts=5e44465c&pli=1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
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Students with 504 Plans

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cation
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Core Instructional and Supplemental Materials
Professional Resources:

Core Instructional, Supplemental, Instructional, and
Intervention Resources

Core Professional Resources:

● Social Studies Leveled Libraries
● Exploration of Africa  Great Explorers Scholastic
● America’s Beginning
● Age of Exploration and Disruption
● Lesson on Sea Basketry:
● Video on Indentured Servitude
● NJ Student Learning Standards Assessment on Code Noir
● Dialogue on the African Slave Trade
● 7th Grade - African and African American Amistad Infusion
● 6-8 Black History Resources
● Amistad Curriculum (K-12)

Supplemental Professional Resources:

● Stanford History Education Group
● iCivics
● Teaching Tolerance
● Facing History and Ourselves

Core Instructional Resources:

● Our World’s Story Harcourt Brace & Company
● Lessons on World History Part 4
● Explorers Thematic Unit
● Education World
● Explorers Activities
● Slavery in Early America by Barbara Linde (Level S)
● The Scoop On School and work in Colonial America b Bonnie Hinman (Level U)
● The British Colonies by Mark Harasymw (Level S)
● George Washington and the Man Who Shaped America by Torrey Maloof (Level S)
● Thomas Jefferson by Jill Mulhal (Level U)
● Any appropriate grade 7 book applicable to the unit chosen by the teacher

Supplemental Resources:

Suggested Lessons for  Di�erentiation with Small Groups:
● Newsela
● Brainpop
● Native Americans In Early America by Mark Harasymiw (Level S)
● My Life As an Early Settler by Nancy Allen (Level M)
● Understanding the Declaration of Independence by Sally Isaacs (Level O)
● Understanding the Articles of Confederation by Sally Issacs (Level O)
● I, Too Am America by Langston Hughes (Level S)

Intervention Resources:

● Graphic Organizers
● Sca�olded Notes
● Closed Notes
● Shared Notes and slide presentations
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1JEIa3GVqldiv9d3WDsNwCM0ITyg4DlDCsl8L01-rlIg/edit?usp=sharing
https://newsela.com/text-sets/407872/resources/text-set/407872?text_set_ids=401844&collection_id=113&new_ui=true
http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/history/unit/emerginig-atlantic-world/lesson_plan/4430/295
http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/history/unit/emerginig-atlantic-world/watch/3501/7867
http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/history/unit/emerginig-atlantic-world/content/4532/7716
http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/history/unit/emerginig-atlantic-world/content/3510/7154
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-_rSshPtTmz-Jmc1zKKgJQaECZXFfKj8vgpkVhwnzK4/edit
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1cYYOXkiwcmfq5Fu3E-QrRSDv39eCe7o7
http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/
https://sheg.stanford.edu
https://www.icivics.org
https://www.tolerance.org/
https://www.facinghistory.org/
http://www.educationworld.com/a_sites/sites007.shtml
http://www.mce.k12tn.net/explorers/explorers_start.htm
https://newsela.com/
https://www.brainpop.com/
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● Study guides
● Newsela
● Brain Pop JR.
● Readworks
● CNN10

Interdisciplinary Connections Integration of  Technology through NJSLS

● Correlates to routines unit in math, rules and community units in social studies Identify
classroom routines in other subject areas: math, science, and social studies.

● In Social Studies discuss routines in the community
● Understand what it means to “read close” in social studies, science, and foreign

language.
● O�er short, non�ction picture books and non�ction articles on science, social studies,

and foreign language related activities to encourage building background knowledge
and independent reading about topics of interest to students.

● Encourage students to respond to texts in their speci�c subject area notebooks as they
re�ect on what they have been reading.

● Highlight texts, themes, and re�ections that connect to themes related to the Holocaust;
i.e. power, bullying, empathy, and social activism.

● Create a word study word sort in Inspiration.
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net,

storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Ongoing:
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net,

storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Other:
● Use Microsoft Word, Inspiration, or Smart Board Notebook software to write the words

from their word sorts.
● Use Inspiration to create a double timeline looking at plot events and character

motivation.

Integration of  21st Century Themes and Skills Media Literacy Integration
● Financial, Economic, Business, and Entrepreneurial Literacy
● Civic Literacy
● Health Literacy
● Social Justice Literacy
● Creativity and Innovation
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving Communication and Collaboration

Information Literacy
● Media Literacy
● Life and Career Skills
● Creativity and Innovations
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
● Communication and Collaboration

● Ask students to look for speci�c things when they view videos or read print material,
and then ask questions about those items

● Build on the intuitive knowledge students have gained from media about the story and
character

● Clarify the distinction between �ction and non�ction in di�erent types of media
reporting on the same topic

● Use print materials to practice reading and comprehension skills
● Information Literacy

Career Education Global Perspective
● New Jersey Educational Field Trip
● Washington DC Trip
● History Based Field Trip
● Oregon Trail Webquest
● Flexibility and Adaptability

● National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month
● National Disability Employment Awareness Month
● National American Indian Heritage Month
● Black History Month
● National Women’s History Month,

Board Adopted August 30, 2021

https://newsela.com/
https://jr.brainpop.com/
https://www.readworks.org/
https://edition.cnn.com/cnn10
https://www.thehomeschoolmom.com/homeschooling-in-new-jersey/field-trips/


Florham Park Social Studies

5th Grade Social Studies Curriculum
● Initiative and Self-Direction
● Social and Cross-Cultural Skills
● Productivity and Accountability
● Leadership and Responsibility

● National Irish-American Heritage Month
● National Italian American Heritage Month
● Asian Paci�c American Heritage
● Older Americans’ Month
● Jewish American Heritage Month
● Week of Respect
● Red Ribbon Week
● International Dot Day (September 16)

Unit 4: Colonization and Settlement (1583-17630) Grade: 5th
Unit Overview:

This unit focuses on how the government a�ected the colonies and how European culture created the foundation of many of the institutions and cultures
that America values to this date. Through studying the beginnings of American history, students will develop an appreciation of the common past and
experience that all Americans share. This will compliment the cultural diversity within each classroom.

NJ Student Learning Standards
Companion Standards:
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Key Ideas and Details
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant connections from it; cite speci�c textual evidence when writing or speaking to
support conclusions drawn from the text.
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
Craft and Structure
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and �gurative meanings, and analyze how speci�c word choices shape meaning or
tone.
NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how speci�c sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the
whole.
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
Integration of  Knowledge and Ideas
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and speci�c claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and su�ciency of the evidence.
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and re�ect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.
NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and pro�ciently with sca�olding as needed.
21st-Century Life & Career Skills 
9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and Preparation
This standard outlines the importance of being knowledgeable about one's interests and talents, and being well informed about postsecondary and career options, career planning, and career
requirements.
Career Ready Practices
Career Ready Practices describe the career-ready skills that all educators in all content areas should seek to develop in their students. They are practices that have been linked to increase college,
career, and life success. Career Ready Practices should be taught and reinforced in all career exploration and preparation programs with increasingly higher levels of complexity and expectation as a
student advances through a program of study.
CRP1.  Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.
CRP2.  Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4.  Communicate clearly and e�ectively and with reason.
CRP5.  Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.
CRP6.  Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
CRP7.  Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
CRP8.  Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
CRP9.  Model integrity, ethical leadership and e�ective management.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.

New Jersey Amistad Commission:: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
Every board of education shall incorporate the information regarding the contributions of African-Americans to our country in an appropriate place in the curriculum of elementary and
secondary school students.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts, 21st Century Life and Careers, Science, and Technology
Suggested Activities:
Math:  Graphs comparing populations, Compare latitude and longitude lines to a line graph
Science:  Environmental Changes, study agriculture

CPI Standards
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By the end of  grade 5Grade: 6.1 U.S. History: America in the World:All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions
ofpeople, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that re�ect fundamental rights and core democratic
values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities

Core Idea Performance Expectations

Civics, Government and Human Rights: Democratic Principles

Fundamental rights that allow democratic societies to function can be seen at all levels of
government in society

● 6.1.5.CivicsDP.3: Describe the role of religious freedom and participatory
government in various North American colonies.

History, Culture, and Perspectives: Continuity and Change

Chronological sequencing helps us understand the interrelationship of historical events. ● 6.1.5.HistoryCC.1: Ana;yze key historical events from the past to explain how
they led to the creation of the state of New Jersey and the United States.

● 6.1.5.HistroyCC.2: Use a variety of sources to illustrate how the American
identity has evolved over

Interactions of people and events have shaped the world we experience today. ● 6.1.5.HistoryCC.3Use multiple sources to describe how George Washington,
Thomas Je�erson, Benjamin Franklin, and Governor William Livingston have
impacted state and national governments over time.

● 6.1.5.HistoryCC.4: Use evidence to document how the interactions among
African, European, and Native American groups impacted their respective
cultures.

● 6.1.5.HistoryCC.5: Analyze the power struggle among European countries and
determine its impact on people living in Europe and the Americas.

● 6.1.5.HistoryCC.6: Use multiple sources to make evidence-based inferences on
the impact of European colonization on Native American populations, including
the Lenni Lenape of New Jersey.

● 6.1.5.HistoryCC.7; Evaluate the initial and lasting impact of slavery using sources
that represent multiple perspectives.

● 6.1.5.HistoryCC.8: Make evidence-based inferences to describe how the in�uence
of Native American groups, including the Lenni Lenape culture, is manifested in
di�erent regions of New Jersey.

● 6.1.5.HistoryCC.9: Evaluate the impact of ideas, inventions, and other
contributions of prominent �gures who lived in New Jersey.

● 6.1.5.HistoryCC.10: Analyze the power struggle among European countries and
determine its impact on people living in Europe and the Americas.

● 6.1.5.HistoryCC.11: Make evidence-based inferences to explain the impact that
belief systems and family structures of African, European, and Native American
groups had on government structures.

● 6.1.5.HistoryCC.12; Determine the roles of religious freedom and participatory
government in various North American colonies.

● 6.1.5.HistoryCC.13: Craft a claim explaining how the development of early
government structures impacted the evolution of American politics and
institutions.
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● 6.1.5.HistoryCC.14: Compare the practice of slavery and indentured servitude in

Colonial labor systems.

History, Culture, and Perspectives: Claims and Argumentation

Historians use evidence from multiple sources to support their claims and arguments about
the past.

6.1.5.HistoryCA.1: Craft an argument, supported with historical evidence, for how
demographics (i.e., race, gender, and economic status) a�ected social, economic, and political
opportunities during the Colonial era.

Geography, People and the Environment: Global Interconnections

Interactions between humans has led to the spread of cultural practices, artifacts, languages,
diseases, and other positive and negative attributes as well as changes in environmental
characteristics.

● 6.1.5.GeoGI.3: Use geographic tools to determine factors that impacted
emigration, settlement patterns, and regional identities of the US colonies.

Geography, People and the Environment: Spatial Views of  the World

Maps and other geographic representations, geospatial technologies, and spatial thinking can
be used to understand and communicate information.

● 6.1.5.GeoSV.5: Use geographic data to examine how the search for natural
resources resulted in con�ict and cooperation among European colonists and
Native American resulting in changes to conditions

Economics, Innovation and Technology: Exchange and Markets

The exchange of goods and services can have negative and positive e�ects. ● 6.1.5.EconEM.2: Explain the system of mercantilism and its impact on the
economies of the colonies and European countries.

● 6.1.5.EconEM.3: Analyze the impact of triangular trade on multiple nations and
groups.

By the end of  grade 5: 6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century:All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural
understanding by working collaboratively to address the challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world

Core Idea Performance Expectations

Geography, People, and the Environment: Global Interconnections

In an interconnected world, increased collaboration is needed by individuals, groups, and
nations to solve global issues

● 6.3.5.GeoGI.1: Use technology to collaborate with others who have di�erent
perspectives to examine global issues, including climate change and propose
possible solutions.

9.1.8.B.1 Use multiple points of view to create alternative solutions.

Unit Enduring Understandings Essential Questions
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● The colonies were split into three major sections:  New England,

Middle, and Southern colonies.
● The colonies used slavery to gain pro�ts from plantations, despite

the horrible treatment of human beings.

● How were the three colonial regions alike and di�erent?
● How and why are American ideals, such as equality, liberty and

consent of the governed, embodied in key historic documents?
● Why do people from diverse cultures sometimes experience

con�ict?
● How might understanding multiple perspectives lead to greater

cooperation and peaceful coexistence?
● How did the decisions of individuals and groups in�uence the

creation of New Jersey and the U.S?
● What was the impact of slavery on Africans?
● How do primary sources help us to understand what happened in

the past?
Unit Teaching Points:

Bends Topics Lessons

Bend I: Bend I: The New England Colonies Lesson 1: Mini Lesson/Synchronous
Teaching Point:
“Today I want to teach you that gradually, more Europeans came to settle. As the
populations grew they spread out and created new settlements. Each settlement was
unique in when it was established and who migrated there. The �rst colony was the
Virginian Colony established in 1607 by the London Company. Today we’re going to
begin learning about the various settlements that became the 13 colonies. We’re going
to study:

● When they were settled
● Which ethnicities/religions settled there
● What their industries were.

(Make clear it is a �rst colony and a southern colony and not near New England)

As we study these will you keep in mind the similarities and di�erences of their
settlements to the tribes that lived in that region. Will you also notice which traces are
still evident in those places today?”

● Reading: History and Founding of the Virginia Colony
Asynchronous Activity Options:

● Brainpop Video: Regions of the 13 colonies (stop at the Native Americans)
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Lesson 2: (Synchronous/Mini Lesson)
Teaching Point:
“Today I am going to teach you about how Massachusetts was founded in 1620 as two
colonies: Plymouth Colony 1620, and Massachusetts Bay Colony 1630 settled by the
Puritans. They were united in 1691. Today I want to teach you about:

● When it was settled
● Who it’s �rst leaders were, and their leadership style
● Which ethnicities settled here

Teacher Resources for Discussion:
● Plymouth Colony
● Massachusetts Bay Colony

Look at the map, what can you infer were these settlers industries? How does this
connect with what we know about Massachuesets today? (Show pictures of industries,
towns, sports teams)
Asynchronous Activity:
Writing Response  What did you learn about Plymouth Colony and the Massachusetts
Bay Colony?

Lesson 3: (Mini lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:
“Today I am going to teach you about how Connecticut was founded in 1635 by
settlers from Massachusetts and other colonies. New Haven Colony, founded by
settlers from Massachusetts in 1638, annexed Connecticut in 1662 when the older
colony was granted a royal charter. Today I want to teach you about:

● When it was settled
● Who it’s �rst leaders were, and their leadership style
● Which ethnicities settled here
● Look at the map, what can you infer were these settlers industries

Teacher Resources for Discussion:
● Connecticut Colony
● New Haven

How does this connect with what we know about Connecticut today? (Show pictures
of industries, towns, sports teams).
Asynchronous Activity Option:
Writing Response:  What did you learn about New Haven Colony and Connecticut?

Lesson 4: (Mini lesson/Synchronous)
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Teaching Point:
Today I want to teach you that Rhode Island was settled by two groups from
Massachusetts and united in 1644. It was chartered by King Charles II in 1663. Today
I want to teach you about:

● When it was settled
● Who it’s �rst leaders were, and their leadership style
● Which ethnicities settled here
● Look at the map, what can you infer were these settlers industries

Teacher Resources for Discussion:
● The Colonies: Rhode Island
● Rhode Island Colony

How does this connect with what we know about Rhode Island today? (Show pictures
of industries, towns, sports teams).
Asynchronous Activity Option:
Writing Response: What did you learn about the colony of Rhode Island?

Lesson 5: (Synchronous/Mini Lesson)
Teaching Point:
“Today I want you to continue to learn more information about the 13 colonies.
Today you will do so by reading/researching and answering the questions below.”
Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Read article : 13 Colonies
● Writing Response: What would it be like to live in the New England

Colonies?
● What type of economy , geography, climate and government did the New

England Colonies have?
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Bend II Bend II: Middle Colonies Lesson 6: (Synchronous/Mini Lesson)
Teaching Point:
“Today I am going to teach you that New Jersey settled in 1618. It was originally
settled by the Dutch, but seized by the English in 1664. Today I want to teach you
about:

● When it was settled
● Who it’s �rst leaders were, and their leadership style
● Which ethnicities settled here
● Look at the map, what can you infer were these settlers industries

Teacher Resources for Discussion:
● New Jersey Colony
● The Colonies: New Jersey

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Writing Response: Since we live in New Jersey, let’s discuss what traces of this

are still evident today? (Houses, industries, heritage)

Lesson 7: (Mini Lesson/ Synchronous)
Teaching Point:
“Today I want to teach you that Pennsylvania was settled by Dutch and Swedes in
1623. It came under English control in 1664 and was granted to William Penn by
Charles II in 1681. Today I want to teach you about:

● When it was settled
● Who it’s �rst leaders were, and their leadership style
● Which ethnicities settled here
● Look at the map, what can you infer were these settlers industries

Teacher Resources for Discussion:
● Pennsylvania Colony
● The Colonies: Pennsylvania
● How does this connect with what we know about Pennsylvania today?

(Show pictures of industries, towns, sports teams).
Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Writing Response: What new information did you learn about the
Pennsylvania Colony?

Lesson 8: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:
“Today I want to teach you that  New York was founded in 1624 as New Netherland
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by the Dutch West India Company, and seized by the English in 1664 and renamed.
Today I want to teach you about:

● When it was settled
● Who it’s �rst leaders were, and their leadership style
● Which ethnicities settled here
● Look at the map, what can you infer were these settlers industries

Teacher Resources for Discussion:
● New York Colony
● The Colonies: New York
● How does this connect with what we know about New York today? (Show

pictures of industries, towns, sports teams).
Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Reading Activity: The Middle Colonies
● Writing Response: Jot 3-5 important facts about the middle colonies.

Lesson 9: (Mini lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:
“Today I want to teach you that  Delaware was a colony in 1638, settled by Swedes,
seized by the Dutch in 1655, and then by the English in 1664. Granted to William
Penn in 1682. Today I want to teach you about:

● When it was settled
● Who it’s �rst leaders were, and their leadership style
● Which ethnicities settled here
● Look at the map, what can you infer were these settlers industries

Teacher Resources for Discussion:
● The Colonies: Delaware
● Delaware Colony
● How does this connect with what we know about Delaware today? (Show

pictures of industries, towns, sports teams).
Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Youtube Video: Interesting Delaware Colony Facts
● Writing Response: Jot 3 interesting facts you learned from this video.

Lesson 10: (Synchronous/Mini Lesson)
Teaching Point:
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“Today you are going to take some time to work independently and learn more about
the middle colonies by reading an article and answering some questions.”
Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Reading Activity: The Middle Colonies
● Answer questions:

○ What types of jobs might you have living in one of the Middle
Colonies?

○ Living in a Middle Colony, what type of religion might you be a
part of and what are our religious beliefs?
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Bend III: Bend III: Southern Colonies Lesson 11: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:
“Today I am going to teach you that Maryland was settled in 1634 and granted to Lord
Baltimore. Today I want to teach you about:

● When it was settled
● Who it’s �rst leaders were, and their leadership style
● Which ethnicities settled here
● Look at the map, what can you infer were these settlers industries

Teacher Resources for Discussion:
● Maryland Colony
● The Colonies: Maryland

How does this connect with what we know about Maryland today? (Show pictures of
industries, towns, sports teams).
Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Writing Response: Jot 3-5 facts you learned about the colony of Maryland

Lesson 12: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous )
Teaching Point:
“Today I want to teach you that North Carolina was settled by pioneers from other
colonies in 1653. Carolina was separated from Virginia and granted to a private
company in 1663; divided into two colonies in 1711, and made a royal province in
1729. Today I want to teach you about:

● When it was settled
● Who it’s �rst leaders were, and their leadership style
● Which ethnicities settled here
● Look at the map, what can you infer were these settlers industries

Teacher Resources for Discussion:
● The Colonies: The Carolinas
● North Carolina Colony
● How does this connect with what we know about North Carolina today?

(Show pictures of industries, towns, sports teams).
Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Writing Response: Jot 3-5 facts you learned about the colony of North
Carolina.
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Lesson 13: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:
“Today I want to teach you that South Carolina was founded in 1670. It was
originally part of Carolina Colony. It was  separated from North Carolina in 1711, and
became a royal providence in 1729. Today I want to teach you about:

● When it was settled
● Who it’s �rst leaders were, and their leadership style
● Which ethnicities settled here
● Look at the map, what can you infer were these settlers industries

Teacher Resources for Discussion:
South Carolina  Colony
The Colonies: The Carolinas

● How does this connect with what we know about South Carolina today?
(Show pictures of industries, towns, sports teams).

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Writing Response: Pretend you were a colonist living in the Carolinas. What

would your life have been like? What did you do for work? Where did you
live? Explain.

Lesson 14: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:
Georgia was settled in 1733, granted to a private company by George II in 1732. We are
going to learn about:

● When it was settled
● Who it’s �rst leaders were, and their leadership style
● Which ethnicities settled here
● Look at the map, what can you infer were these settlers industries

Teacher Resources for Discussion:
● Georgia Colony
● The Colonies: Georgia
● How does this connect with what we know about Georgia today? (Show

pictures of industries, towns, sports teams).
Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Printable Activity: 13 Colonies Timeline

Lesson 15: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:
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“Today you are going to do some more in depth reading on the southern colonies. You
will use the information you learn to answer some questions about the Southern
Colonies.”
Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Reading Activity: The Southern Colonies
● Answer the following questions:

○ What was the environment like? Think about the geography and
climate of the Southern region.

○ What was the government like in the Southern Colonies? Was it
di�erent or similar in each colony? Could you vote or be a part of
making laws?

Lesson 16: E�ects on Native Americans  (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:
“Today I want to teach you that while we learn about the 13 colonies and how the
colonists settled and freely celebrated their religious freedom, they were doing so on
the land already occupied. Today we are going to learn about the consequences of the
colonists settling in the colonies on the people who had already lived there, the  Native
Americans. How did the settlements affect the Native Americans? Let’s revisit
each tribe and consider how Native Americans' lives changed because of the
Native Americans.

● Show 2nd part of brainpop video of what happened to Natives when settlers
arrived  -Brainpop Video: Regions of the 13 colonies (pick up at the Native
Americans)

● Take notes- Why/How did this happen? What was wrong/right?
Culminating Discussion -Do we still see acts like this in the world and in
America today?

Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Reading Activity: Scholastic’s from a Native American Perspective
● Writing Response: How was Colonization seen through a Native American

perspective?

Lesson 17:  (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Native American Project
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Teaching Point:
“Today you are going to begin research for a Native American Project. We will
research, take notes, and present our work using Google Slides.”

● Introduce project
● Assign tribes
● Review appropriate resources to gather research

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Project: Native American Project

National
Women’s
History
Month,
(March)

Irish-Amer
ican
Heritage
Month
(March)

Highlighting historic females throughout
history: Optional books

● Book: Rad American Women A–Z by
Kate Schatz

● Rad American Women - Lesson Plan
● Women’s History Month: Origin and

Now (video)

Students will:
● Understand why it’s important for

individuals (women) who are not
typically written about in history
books, but deserve recognition for
their achievements and impact

Irish-American Heritage Month: Optional
Books: Irish Immigration

● The Great Wheel by Robert Lawson
(Level T)

● About Irish-American Heritage
Month

Students will:
● Understand that Irish immigrants

have enriched our culture and the
many hardships they faced and
overcame in their homeland

Women’s History Month Lesson:  (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:
“Today I want to teach you that the month of March is National Women’s History
Month. During this time we will recognize why it’s important for individuals (women)
who are not typically written about in history books, to get  recognition for their
achievements and impact in history and our world.”

● Optional Resources:
○ Read Aloud: Rad American Women A–Z by Kate Schatz
○ Rad American Women - Lesson Plan
○ Video: Women’s History Month: Origin and Now

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Writing Response: Students will respond on the topic.

Irish-American Heritage Month Lesson:  (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:
“Today I am going to teach you why we celebrate the countless achievements of Irish
Americans and recognize the remarkable contributions they have made to our
Nation’s character, culture, and prosperity. This month we celebrate Irish-American
Heritage Month.”

● Resources:
○ Read Aloud: The Great Wheel by Robert Lawson (Level T)
○ About Irish-American Heritage Month

● Irish immigrants have enriched our culture and the many hardships they
faced and overcame in their homeland

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Writing Response: Students will respond on the topic.
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Evidence of  Learning (Assessments) Accommodations and Modi�cations

Formative Assessments:

● Exit Tickets
● Notebook Checks
● Conferences
● Drafts
● Journal

Summative Assessments:

● Unit Projects
● Written Analysis
● Summative tests
● SAC (Structured Academic Controversy)
● Demonstrations
● Portfolio

Benchmark Assessments:

● Initial Benchmark:  3rd Week of September
● Mid-year Benchmark: 4th Week of January
● End of year Benchmark:  Last week in May

Alternative Assessments:

● Choice Projects
● Portfolios
● Arguments Writing Assignments
● Notebook assessments
● Oral Presentations
● Socratic Seminars
● Primary Source Analysis
● Social Studies Instructional Strategies

Special Education:

● Curricular Modi�cations and Guidance for Students Educated in Special
Class Settings

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)
Differentiation:

● Preview content and concepts
● Behavior management plan
● Highlight text
● Small group setting

High-Prep Differentiation:
● Alternative formative and summative assessments
● Guided Reading
● Personal agendas
● Project-based learning
● Tiered activities/assignments
● Varying organizers for instructions

Low-Prep Differentiation:
● Clubbing activities
● Exploration by interest
● Flexible groupings

English Language Learners:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Students at Risk for Failure:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners}

Gifted and Talented

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
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● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Students with 504 Plans

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cation
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Core Instructional and Supplemental Materials
Professional Resources:

Core Instructional, Supplemental, Instructional, and
Intervention Resources

Core Professional Resources:

● Social Studies Leveled Libraries
● The 13 Colonies
● United States Adventures in Time and Place Macmillan/McGraw-Hill
● The Colonies by Rebecca Stefo�
● The New Jersey Colony by Bob Italia
● Amistad 3-5 Lesson Plans
● The Amistad Commission’s Literacy Components for Primary Grades
● Amistad Curriculum (K-12)

Supplemental Professional Resources:

● Stanford History Education Group
● iCivics
● Teaching Tolerance
● Facing History and Ourselves

Core Instructional Resources:

● Our World’s Story Harcourt Brace & Company
● Struggle for a Continent: The French and Indian Wars, 1689-1763 by Betsy

Maestro
● African American History
● The Lost Colony of Roanoke by Caitie McAneney (LevelR)
● African Americans in the Thirteen Colonies (Level V)
● The New York Colony Martin Hintz (LevelR)
● Colonial Voices May Winters (Level T)
● Colonial Voices by Bobbiee Kalman (Level S)
● Any appropriate grade 5 book applicable to the unit chosen by the teacher

Supplemental Resources:

Suggested Lessons for  Di�erentiation with Small Groups:
● Newsela
● Brainpop
● Clothes in colonial America by Mark Thomas (Level F)
● If you live in Colonial Times by Ann McGovern (Level Q)
● School in Colonial America by Mark Thomas (Level K)
● My Life in the American Colonies by Lynda Arnez (Level L)

Intervention Resources:

● Graphic Organizers
● Sca�olded Notes
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5th Grade Social Studies Curriculum
● Closed Notes
● Shared Notes and slide presentations
● Study guides
● Newsela
● Brain Pop JR.
● Readworks
● CNN10

Interdisciplinary Connections Integration of  Technology through NJSLS

● Correlates to routines unit in math, rules and community units in social studies
Identify classroom routines in other subject areas: math, science, and social studies.

● In Social Studies discuss routines in the community
● Understand what it means to “read close” in social studies, science, and foreign

language.
● O�er short, non�ction picture books and non�ction articles on science, social

studies, and foreign language related activities to encourage building background
knowledge and independent reading about topics of interest to students.

● Encourage students to respond to texts in their speci�c subject area notebooks as
they re�ect on what they have been reading.

● Highlight texts, themes, and re�ections that connect to themes related to the
Holocaust; i.e. power, bullying, empathy, and social activism.

● Create a word study word sort in Inspiration.
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net,

storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Ongoing:
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net,

storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Other:
● Use Microsoft Word, Inspiration, or Smart Board Notebook software to write the

words from their word sorts.
● Use Inspiration to create a double timeline looking at plot events and character

motivation.

Integration of  21st Century Themes and Skills Media Literacy Integration
● Financial, Economic, Business, and Entrepreneurial Literacy
● Civic Literacy
● Health Literacy
● Social Justice Literacy
● Creativity and Innovation
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving Communication and Collaboration

Information Literacy
● Media Literacy
● Life and Career Skills
● Creativity and Innovations
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
● Communication and Collaboration

● Ask students to look for speci�c things when they view videos or read print
material, and then ask questions about those items

● Build on the intuitive knowledge students have gained from media about the
story and character

● Clarify the distinction between �ction and non�ction in di�erent types of media
reporting on the same topic

● Use print materials to practice reading and comprehension skills
● Information Literacy

Career Education Global Perspective
● New Jersey Educational Field Trip
● Washington DC Trip
● History Based Field Trip

● National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month
● National Disability Employment Awareness Month
● National American Indian Heritage Month
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● Oregon Trail Webquest
● Flexibility and Adaptability
● Initiative and Self-Direction
● Social and Cross-Cultural Skills
● Productivity and Accountability
● Leadership and Responsibility

● Black History Month
● National Women’s History Month,
● National Irish-American Heritage Month
● National Italian American Heritage Month
● Asian Paci�c American Heritage
● Older Americans’ Month
● Jewish American Heritage Month
● Week of Respect
● Red Ribbon Week
● International Dot Day (September 16)

Unit 5: Holcaust Grade: 5th
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5th Grade Social Studies Curriculum
Unit Overview:

In this unit students focus on how groups responded to Nazi violations of human rights. Using materials from Facing History in Ourselves student’s read
case studies and identify choices made by perpetrators, bystanders, upstanders and rescuers.  This unit culminates in a student research project on
individuals and groups who helped victims of the Holocaust.
It is essential that the students see the roots and consequences of prejudice, discrimination, racism, and stereotyping.

NJ Student Learning Standards
Companion Standards:
Key Ideas and Details
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant connections from it; cite speci�c textual evidence when writing or speaking to
support conclusions drawn from the text.
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
Craft and Structure
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and �gurative meanings, and analyze how speci�c word choices shape meaning
or tone.
NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how speci�c sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the
whole.
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
Integration of  Knowledge and Ideas
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and speci�c claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and su�ciency of the evidence.
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and re�ect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and pro�ciently with sca�olding as needed.

21st-Century Life & Career Skills 
9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and Preparation
This standard outlines the importance of being knowledgeable about one's interests and talents, and being well informed about postsecondary and career options, career planning, and career
requirements.
Career Ready Practices
Career Ready Practices describe the career-ready skills that all educators in all content areas should seek to develop in their students. They are practices that have been linked to increase college,
career, and life success. Career Ready Practices should be taught and reinforced in all career exploration and preparation programs with increasingly higher levels of complexity and expectation
as a student advances through a program of study.
CRP1.  Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.
CRP2.  Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4.  Communicate clearly and e�ectively and with reason.
CRP5.  Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.
CRP6.  Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
CRP7.  Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
CRP8.  Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
CRP9.  Model integrity, ethical leadership and e�ective management.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.
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5th Grade Social Studies Curriculum

New Jersey Amistad Commission:: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
Every board of education shall incorporate the information regarding the contributions of African-Americans to our country in an appropriate place in the curriculum of elementary and
secondary school students.

Holocaust Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-28 Every board of education shall include instruction on the Holocaust and genocides in an appropriate place in the curriculum of all elementary and
secondary school pupils. The instruction shall further emphasize the personal responsibility that each citizen bears to �ght racism and hatred whenever and wherever it happens.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts, 21st Century Life and Careers, Science, and Technology
Suggested Activities:
Math:  Graphs comparing populations, Compare latitude and longitude lines to a line graph
Science:  Environmental Changes, study agriculture

Social Studies Standards
By the end of  grade 8 Grade: 6.1 U.S. History: America in the World:All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of
people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that re�ect fundamental rights and core democratic
values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities. (Just for this unit, 6-8 SS standards will be applied)

Core Idea Performance Expectations

Governments around the world support universal human rights to varying degrees. ● 6.1.12.CivicsHR.11.a: Assess the responses of the United States and other
nations to the violation of human rights that occurred during the Holocaust and
other genocides.

● 6.1.12.CivicsHR.11.b: Explain the reasons for the creation of the United
Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and evaluate the
e�ectiveness of United Nations' human rights policies and the commitment of
the United States to them.

To better understand the historical perspective, one must consider historical context. ● 6.1.12.HistoryCC.11.d: Compare the varying perspectives of victims, survivors,
bystanders, rescuers, and perpetrators during the Holocaust.

By the end of  grade 5: 6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century:All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural
understanding by working collaboratively to address the challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world

Core Idea Performance Expectations

Through participation in the decision-making process (e.g., voting, petitions, contacting
elected o�cials, serving in their community) people can initiate change.

● 6.3.5.CivicsPD.2: Use a variety of sources and data to identify the various
perspectives and actions taken by individuals involving a current or historical
community, state, or national issue.

E�ective con�ict resolution is possible when evidence, diverse perspectives, and
intended/unintended consequences are considered.

● 6.3.5.CivicsPD.3: Propose a solution to a local issue after considering evidence
and the perspectives of di�erent groups, including community members and
local o�cials.
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5th Grade Social Studies Curriculum
9.1.8.F.2 Explain how rules, laws, and safety practices protect individual rights in the global

workplace.  

RH.6-8.1. Cite speci�c textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.

RH.6-8.6. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded
language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts).

Unit Enduring Understandings Essential Questions
● In 1941 the Nazi decided to murder all Jews in the areas they

controlled.
● Genocide is the murder of an entire people.
● More than 6 million Jews were killed during the Holocaust.
● Four million Gypsies, Russians, Poles, and others were also

murdered.
● The Nuremberg trials established the principle that following

orders was no excuse for taking part in genocide.
● People are responsible for their actions, even in wartime.

● How can we address bullying by becoming “upstanders” who
speak up for the rights of others?

● How can the study of multiple perspectives, beliefs
systems, and cultures provide a context for understanding
and challenging public actions and decisions in a diverse
and interdependent world?

Unit Teaching Points:

Students will:
● Students will be able to study the history of the

Jewish holocaust of WWII
● Students will be able to explore the issues of genocide
● Students will be able to recognize the uses of

concentration camps
● Students will be able to understand  interpretations

of past events, inform our understanding of cause and
e�ect, and continuity and change, and how they
in�uence our beliefs and decisions about current
public policy issues.

● Students will be able to understand the ultimate
result of prejudice and discrimination?

Lesson 1: (Synchronous/Mini Lesson)
Teaching Point:
“Today we are going to begin our new Social Studies unit by discussing our rights
and freedoms. We have learned in the past that living in the United States of
America allows us to have rights and freedoms that others in some countries do not
have.”

● Create a chart with students: What do you need to live happily? (See
Holocaust bag lesson plans Appendix pages 100)

● Initiate discussion as to what rights and freedoms students currently
enjoy and create a chart with students ideas -

● Students will rate their freedoms and rights - (See Holocaust bag lesson
plans Appendix pages 101) - A worksheet is provided for students to work
on.

● Share quote by President Herbert Hoover (See Holocaust bag lesson
plans Appendix pages 99) - discuss the meaning of this quote.

Asynchronous Activity Options:
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5th Grade Social Studies Curriculum

● Brainpop Video - Student Rights

Lesson 2: (Synchronous/Mini Lesson)
Teaching Point:
“Today we are going to begin a new unit in Social Studies about the Holocaust.
Today I am going to teach you what the Holocaust was and how these events
e�ected and therefore shaped our world even today.”

● De�ne and explain the term “Holocaust”
(See pages 87-88 in the Holocaust bag for more information how to explain this
complex time in history with sensitivity to students.)
Synchronous OR Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Video: Kahn Academy - Introduction to the Holocaust

Lesson 3: (Synchronous/Mini Lesson)
Teaching Point:
“Today we are going to begin a new unit in Social Studies about the Holocaust.
Today I am going to teach you what the Holocaust was and how these events
e�ected and therefore shaped our world even today.”

● De�ne and explain the term “Holocaust”
(See pages 87-88 in the Holocaust bag for more information how to explain this
complex time in history with sensitivity to students.)

● Read Aloud: A Picture Book of Anne Frank (found in Holocaust bag)
● Read aloud excerpts from Anne Frank’s diary entries from beginning,

middle and end of diary. (These speci�c excerpts can be found in the
Holocaust bag lesson plans Appendix pages 104)

● Ask students what they think Anne felt as she wrote about “Jewish
friends and acquaintances...take away in droves.”

● Anne wrote that she “doesn’t care if she lives or dies.” Ask students what
they think would drive someone to feel that way.

● Discuss why Anne Frank’s diary has become such an important primary
source of history. Why do so many students in the United States and
throughout the world read it? Why does the writing of a child have such a
profound e�ect on so many people?

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Writing Response: How do you think the diary helped Anne Frank deal

with living under war conditions? How would keeping a diary or journal
help you deal with your own experiences or con�icts in daily life?
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● Questions: Complete questions on Anne Frank (Appendix of Holocaust
bag lesson plans pages 102-103.

Lesson 4: (Synchronous/Mini Lesson)
Teaching Point:
“Today I am going to teach you that the people who lived through and wrote about
the Holocaust are not the only people who wrote about living through war. Today
we are going to read diary entries from

● Research other diary entries of children from Northern Ireland, Bosnia,
and the Japanese Internment Camp in America. Compare Holocaust
diary enteries to these.  (Provide student friendly resources for research -
See appendix for materials to provide for students)

● Discuss the similarities and di�erences to Anne Frank’s diary.
Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Writing Response: Compare the tone, mood and themes of the diary
entries of the Children of War. What do you notice?

Lesson 5: (Synchronous/Mini Lesson)
(Depending on how much of the read aloud chapter book you share with students
this lesson could span one day or over several days)
Teaching Point:
“Today I want to teach you about Zlata Filipovic, an 11 year old girl who lived
through the war in Sarajevo, Bosnia.

● Locate Sarajevo on the map
● Discussion: What do you think the life of a “wartime child” might be

like?
● Read Aloud: Zlata’s Diary: A Child’s Life in Wartime Sarajevo (found in

Holocaust bag)
(You can choose to read the whole book to students over several days or mark
speci�c parts of the book with meaningful content you would like children to be
exposed to. Pages 107-108 of lesson plans in Holocaust bag outline speci�c
excerpts)
Asynchronous Activity Option:
(Depending on how much of the read aloud chapter book you share with students
this lesson could span one day or over several days - writing responses will pertain to
certain parts of the book you shared with students)
Writing Response Prompts:
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● Zlata calls war inhuman. If war is so inhuman, why can’t people stop it
from happening?

● What e�ects do wars have on families?
● What would you say if you could write to one of these children?
● If Anne Frank was alive today, what do you think she would say to Zlata?

Youtube Video: Zlata's Diary Video (Video is referred to in Holocaust bag lesson
plans pg 93 - preview before sharing with students)

Additional Read aloud options:
● Number the Stars by Louis Lowry (Level U)
● White Bird: A Wonder Story R.J. Palacio (Level T)
● Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl by (Level U)
● The Endless Steppe: Growing Up in Siberia by Esther (Level S)

Potential lessons that can be taught through the books above:
● “Today I want to teach you that when readers investigate power, they keep in mind there are many kinds of power--and power can be used

for the good or for the bad.”
“Readers know that authors have chosen to tell the story through certain perspectives and they ask why the authors might have made this
choice. To help them think about this question, they can consider how the story might have been di�erent if it were told through a di�erent
perspective.”

Evidence of  Learning (Assessments) Accommodations and Modi�cations

Formative Assessments:

● Exit Tickets
● Notebook Checks
● Conferences
● Drafts

Summative Assessments:

● Unit Projects
● Written Analysis
● Summative tests
● SAC (Structured Academic Controversy)

Special Education:

● Curricular Modi�cations and Guidance for Students Educated in Special
Class Settings

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)
Differentiation:

● Preview content and concepts
● Behavior management plan
● Highlight text
● Small group setting

High-Prep Differentiation:
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● Demonstrations
● Portfolio

Benchmark Assessments:

● Initial Benchmark:  3rd Week of September
● Mid-year Benchmark: 4th Week of January
● End of year Benchmark:  Last week in May

Alternative Assessments:

● Choice Projects
● Portfolios
● Arguments Writing Assignments
● Notebook assessments
● Oral Presentations
● Socratic Seminars
● Primary Source Analysis
● Social Studies Instructional Strategies

● Alternative formative and summative assessments
● Guided Reading
● Personal agendas
● Project-based learning
● Tiered activities/assignments
● Varying organizers for instructions

Low-Prep Differentiation:
● Clubbing activities
● Exploration by interest
● Flexible groupings

English Language Learners:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Students at Risk for Failure:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners}

Gifted and Talented

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Students with 504 Plans

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cation
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Core Instructional and Supplemental Materials
Professional Resources:

Core Instructional, Supplemental, Instructional, and
Intervention Resources

Core Professional Resources: Core Instructional Resources:
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5th Grade Social Studies Curriculum
● Social Studies Leveled Libraries
● Holocaust
● Amistad 3-5 Lesson Plans
● The Amistad Commission’s Literacy Components for Primary Grades
● K-5 Social Studies Holocaust/Genocide, Prejudice & Bullying Education and

Amistad Commission Connections
● Amistad Curriculum (K-12)

Supplemental Professional Resources:

● Stanford History Education Group
● iCivics
● Teaching Tolerance
● Facing History and Ourselves

● Our World’s Story Harcourt Brace & Company
● Night Diary of Anne Frank
● “Through the Eyes”
● Terezin: Voices From the Holocaust by Ruth Thomson (Level  Y)
● Unlikely Warrior: A Jewish Soldier in Hitler’s Army (Level Z)
● Survivors: True Stories of Children in the Holocaust by Allan and Mara

Zullo (Level X)
● I Am A Star: Child of the Holocaust by Inge Auerbacher (Level W)
● Any appropriate grade 6 book applicable to the unit chosen by the teacher

Supplemental Resources:

Suggested Lessons for  Di�erentiation with Small Groups:
● Newsela
● Brainpop
● Four Economics Games
● Lemonade Stand
● The Holocaust by Lynn Peppas (Level S)
● Forgotten War Stories in History by Janet Slingerland (Level T)
● The Grand Mosque of Paris: A Story of How Muslims Rescused Jews During

the Holocaust by Desai Durland (Level T)
● Story of Anne Frank (Level T)
● The Tree in the Courtyard: Looking through Anne Frank’s Window by Je�

Gotesfeld (Level P)
● Benno and the Night of Broken Glass by Meg Wiviott (Level M)

Intervention Resources:

● Graphic Organizers
● Sca�olded Notes
● Closed Notes
● Shared Notes and slide presentations
● Study guides
● Newsela
● Brain Pop JR.
● Readworks
● CNN10

Interdisciplinary Connections Integration of  Technology through NJSLS

● Correlates to routines unit in math, rules and community units in social studies
Identify classroom routines in other subject areas: math, science, and social studies.

● In Social Studies discuss routines in the community

● Create a word study word sort in Inspiration.
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
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● Understand what it means to “read close” in social studies, science, and foreign

language.
● O�er short, non�ction picture books and non�ction articles on science, social

studies, and foreign language related activities to encourage building background
knowledge and independent reading about topics of interest to students.

● Encourage students to respond to texts in their speci�c subject area notebooks as
they re�ect on what they have been reading.

● Highlight texts, themes, and re�ections that connect to themes related to the
Holocaust; i.e. power, bullying, empathy, and social activism.

● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net,
storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)

● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.
Ongoing:

● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net,

storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Other:
● Use Microsoft Word, Inspiration, or Smart Board Notebook software to write

the words from their word sorts.
● Use Inspiration to create a double timeline looking at plot events and character

motivation.

Integration of  21st Century Themes and Skills Media Literacy Integration
● Financial, Economic, Business, and Entrepreneurial Literacy
● Civic Literacy
● Health Literacy
● Social Justice Literacy
● Creativity and Innovation
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving Communication and Collaboration

Information Literacy
● Media Literacy
● Life and Career Skills
● Creativity and Innovations
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
● Communication and Collaboration

● Ask students to look for speci�c things when they view videos or read print
material, and then ask questions about those items

● Build on the intuitive knowledge students have gained from media about the
story and character

● Clarify the distinction between �ction and non�ction in di�erent types of
media reporting on the same topic

● Use print materials to practice reading and comprehension skills
● Information Literacy

Career Education Global Perspective
● New Jersey Educational Field Trip
● Washington DC Trip
● History Based Field Trip
● Oregon Trail Webquest
● Flexibility and Adaptability
● Initiative and Self-Direction
● Social and Cross-Cultural Skills
● Productivity and Accountability
● Leadership and Responsibility

● National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month
● National Disability Employment Awareness Month
● National American Indian Heritage Month
● Black History Month
● National Women’s History Month,
● National Irish-American Heritage Month
● National Italian American Heritage Month
● Asian Paci�c American Heritage
● Older Americans’ Month
● Jewish American Heritage Month
● Week of Respect
● Red Ribbon Week
● International Dot Day (September 16)
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5th Grade Social Studies Curriculum

Unit 6: Civics and Government Grade: 5th
Unit Overview:

During this unit, students will be able to give examples of group and individual actions that illustrate civic ideals in the founding of the United States. In addition, students
will be able to describe how the decisions of the federal government a�ects the state and local governments. This unit helps explain how the government helps unite the
people in the 50 states.  The students will see how local, state, and national governments help citizens live and work together.

NJ Student Learning Standards
Companion Standards:
Key Ideas and Details
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant connections from it; cite speci�c textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions
drawn from the text.
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5th Grade Social Studies Curriculum
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
Craft and Structure
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and �gurative meanings, and analyze how speci�c word choices shape meaning or tone.
NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how speci�c sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
Integration of  Knowledge and Ideas
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and speci�c claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and su�ciency of the evidence.
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and re�ect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and pro�ciently with sca�olding as needed.
21st-Century Life & Career Skills 
9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and Preparation
This standard outlines the importance of being knowledgeable about one's interests and talents, and being well informed about postsecondary and career options, career planning, and career requirements.
Career Ready Practices
Career Ready Practices describe the career-ready skills that all educators in all content areas should seek to develop in their students. They are practices that have been linked to increase college, career, and life success.
Career Ready Practices should be taught and reinforced in all career exploration and preparation programs with increasingly higher levels of complexity and expectation as a student advances through a program of
study.
CRP1.  Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.
CRP2.  Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4.  Communicate clearly and e�ectively and with reason.
CRP5.  Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.
CRP6.  Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
CRP7.  Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
CRP8.  Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
CRP9.  Model integrity, ethical leadership and e�ective management.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.

New Jersey Amistad Commission:: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
Every board of education shall incorporate the information regarding the contributions of African-Americans to our country in an appropriate place in the curriculum of elementary and secondary school students.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts, 21st Century Life and Careers, Science, and Technology
Suggested Activities:
Math:  Graphs comparing populations, Compare latitude and longitude lines to a line graph
Science:  Environmental Changes, study agriculture

CPI Standards
By the end of  5th  grade: 6.1 U.S. History: America in the World:All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the
environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that re�ect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and
global communities

Core Idea Performance Expectations
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5th Grade Social Studies Curriculum
Civics, Government and Human Rights: Civics and Political Institutions

In a  representative democracy, individuals play a role in how government functions. ● 6.1.5.CivicsPI.1: Describe ways in which people bene�t from and are challenged by working
together, including through government, workplaces, voluntary organizations, and families.

● 6.1.5.CivicsPI.2: Investigate di�erent ways individuals participate in government (e.g.,
voters, jurors, taxpayers).

In a representative democracy, individuals elect representatives to act on the behalf of the
people.

● 6.1.5.CivicsPI.3: Explain how the United States functions as a representative democracy and
describe the roles of elected representatives and how they interact with citizens at local, state,
and national levels.

Levels of government (i.e., local, state, and federal) have di�erent powers and responsibilities. ● 6.1.5.CivicsPI.4: Describe the services our government provides the people in the
community, state and across the United States.

● 6.1.5.CivicsPI.5: Distinguish the responsibilities and powers of government o�cials at
various levels and branches of government.]Explain how government functions at the local,
county, and state level.

● 6.1.5.CivicsPI.6: Distinguish the roles and responsibilities of the three branches of the
national government.

● 6.1.5.CivicsPI.7: Explain how national and state governments share power in the federal
system of government.

● 6.1.5.CivicsPI.8: Describe how the United States Constitution de�nes how government is
organized.

● 6.1.5.CivicsPI.9: Research and compare the di�erences and similarities between the United
States and other nations' governments, customs, and laws.

Civics, Government and Human Rights: Democratic Principles

Fundamental rights that allow democratic societies to function can be seen at all levels of government in
society.

● 6.1.5.Civic.DP.1: Using evidence, explain how the core civic virtues and democratic
principles impact the decisions made at the local, state, and national government (e.g.,
fairness, equality, common good).

● 6.1.5.CivicsDP.2: Compare and contrast responses of individuals and groups, past and
present, to violations of fundamental rights (e.g., fairness, civil rights, human rights).

● 6.1.5.CivicsDP.3: Describe the role of religious freedom and participatory government in
various North American colonies.

Civics, Government and Human Rights: Processes and Rules

There are di�erent processes for establishing rules and laws. ● 6.1.5.CivicsPR.1: Compare procedures for making decisions in a variety of settings
including classroom, school, government, and /or society.

● 6.1.5.CivicsPR.2: Describe the process by which immigrants can become United States
citizens.

Rules, laws, and policies are designed to protect the rights of people, help resolve con�icts, and promote
the common good.

● 6.1.5.CivicsPR.3: Evaluate school and community rules, laws and/or policies and determine
if they meet their intended purpose.
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5th Grade Social Studies Curriculum
● 6.1.5.CivicsPR.4: Explain how policies are developed to address public problems.

Civics, Government and Human Rights: Human and Civil Rights

It is the responsibility of individuals and institutions at the state, national, and international levels to
promote human rights.

● 6.1.5.CivicsHR.1: Describe how fundamental rights guaranteed by the United States
Constitution and the Bill of Rights contribute to the improvement of American democracy
(i.e., freedom of expression, freedom of religion, freedom of the press, freedom of assembly,
freedom of petition, the right to vote, and the right to due process).

● 6.1.5.CivicsHR.3: Cite examples from a variety of sources to describe how national and
international leaders, businesses, and global organizations promote human rights and aid
individuals and nations in need.

9.1.8.A.1 Develop strategies to reinforce positive attitudes and productive behaviors that impact critical thinking
and problem-solving skills.

Unit Enduring Understandings Essential Questions
● The US Constitution is the supreme law of the land.
● The writers of the Constitution allowed the ability to amend

laws.

● What are the roles and functions of the three branches of government, and how are
they separate?

● What are the rights, liberties, and responsibilities of U.S. citizens?
● How is the Constitution a living document?
● What is the most important right of a citizen?
● What is the most important responsibility of a citizen?
● How does the government meet its responsibility to citizens?
● Who is the government?

Unit Teaching Points:

Bends Topics Lessons

Bend I: Bend I: Structures of Government and
Power

Students will be able to
● explain the system of checks and

balances

Lesson 1: Structures of Government and Power (Synchronous/Mini Lesson)
Teaching Point:
“Today we are beginning a new unit all about our Government. We are going to do a quick review
of what Government is-

● Use this link for background info on the government- What is Government for Kids
○ Discuss de�nition of government
○ Why we have laws and rule
○ Why are the laws made/Who makes the laws

● Brainpop Video - Branches of Government
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5th Grade Social Studies Curriculum

● Identify the powers each branch of
government has to check the
powers of the other two branches

● Illustrate how the system of checks
and balances works.

● recognize the relevance of the Bill
of Rights.

● De�ne the Bill of Rights
● Analyze the meaning, importance

and relevance of the Bill of Rights

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Writing Response: What do you know about the three branches of Government? How

do laws protect the people?

Lesson 2:
“Today I am going to teach you how a bill becomes a law and the roles of the legislative branch of
the government. “

● Youtube Video: I am Just the bill
● Ask students to explain article 1 of the constitution in their own words
● Explain that the Legislative Branch of our government makes laws in a similar manner.

In our government, the Legislative Branch is divided into two groups, the House of
Representatives and the Senate

● Display - 3 Branches of Government
● Constitution for kids - Review section 1/Explain the Legislative Branch

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Writing your own bill- Have students work in groups of congressmen. For an in-class

activity, have students write their bills and create a digital poster board or Google Slides
with the steps they plan to take to create their new law.

● Have students present their bills to the class. In this way students can have guided
practice in a fun activity. Students can also get immediate feedback and teachers can
check for understanding.

Lesson 3: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:
“Today I am going to explain to you the purpose and role of the executive branch.”

● Display picture- Lincoln and his cabinet (feel free to change or substitute a di�erent
image)

Inquiry:
● Part A: (only show the image of Lincoln)What do you see? – Who do you think is in the

picture? – How do you know that it is President Lincoln?
● Part B: (show a little bit more of  the image with Lincoln still present)What do

you see? – What do you think they are doing?
● Part C: Display the Full Image. Ask students the following questions: – Do you see

anything new? – Who do you think these people are?
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● Continue by explaining that every president is able to pick people to help them do their
job and work to �x the problems in the country. The people the president picks to help
advise them and help run the government are known as the Cabinet.

● Display the 3 branches of government -  Discuss the Executive Branch.
● Introduce the day’s focus by explaining that the students will be looking at the di�erent

Presidential Cabinet roles and thinking about how they help the President with di�erent
problems around the country.

Workshop Model:
● (I Do) Display the scenario: The Secretary of Transportation is in charge of keeping the

roads clean and safe across the country. Problem: There is litter all over the highways
across the country. How can we �x the problem? How do we make sure it does not
happen again?

● (We Do): The Secretary of Agriculture is in charge of helping farmers and protecting the
grasslands in the United States Problem: There are people getting sick from eating bad
lettuce grown on a farm. How can we �x the problem? How do we make sure it does not
happen again?

● (You Do): The Secretary of Health and Human Services is responsible for the health of
our community members. Problem: It is winter. Millions of people are getting sick with
the �u. How can we �x the problem? How do we make sure it does not happen again?

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Have students respond to the following scenario independently:  The Secretary of the

Interior is responsible for taking care and protecting the land the government owns.
Problem: There is a huge forest �re in Yellowstone National Park. How can we �x the
problem? How do we make sure it does not happen again?

● Writing Response: Secretary Problem Scenarios. (Think about  all discussed). Should we
use a tax or a law to stop this problem from happening again?  What law/tax could be
put in place to make sure it does not happen again?

Lesson 4: (Synchronous/Mini Lesson)
Teaching Point:
“Today I am going to teach you about the Judicial Branch and the role and responsibilities of the
people in that branch.”

● Youtube Video: Show the video -Pause videos at point (teacher decided)
○ What is a law?
○ Why are they needed?
○ How are  they implemented?
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● Read aloud to the class the following excerpt from the Constitution: "Congress shall
have Power…[to] provide for the…general welfare of the United States."

● Ask students if the meaning of this phrase is clear. Why might people argue about what it
means? Who should decide what the words in the Constitution mean?

● Explain to students the role of the Judicial before the asynchronous activity. Show the
three branches of government chart

● The law – no vehicles in the park - seems clear, but some disputes have arisen over the
interpretation of the law.

● I’d like you to now imagine that you are the judge.
● You need to interpret the law in the cases described on the paper you will receive. I want

you to keep in mind the letter of the law as well as the intent of the law. [Describe what
“letter of the law” and “intent of the law” mean

Workshop Model - Interpreting the Law:
● I do: John Smith lives on one side of the town and works on the other side. To save 10

minutes, he drives through the park. – Should the law be interpreted to allow John to
drive through the park? Why or why not? – Is it important for John to be at work on
time? – Wouldn't it save energy and gas if he is allowed to go through the park? –
Suppose he will lose his job if he is late one more day and he overslept

● We Do: There are many trash barrels in the park so that people may deposit all litter,
thereby keeping the park clean. The sanitation department drives their trucks in to
collect the trash. – Should the law be interpreted to allow the sanitation department to
drive through the park? – Why or why not? – Will people come to a dirty park? – Isn't it
unhealthy to allow trash to pile up in the park? – How will that trash get removed if
sanitation trucks can't come into the park? – What other alternative trash control
methods do you have?

Asynchronous Activity Option - Interpreting the Law
You do: (Response) - A monument to the town's citizens who died in the Vietnam War is being
built. A tank, donated by the government, is placed in the park as part of the monument.

● Will you interpret the law to allow the tank to be placed in the park?  - Why or why not?
● Is there anything wrong with monuments being put in parks?
● Do you think the fact that this monument is a vehicle should prevent it from being

placed in the park to honor the town's citizens?

Lesson 5: Who’s In Charge  (Synchronous/Mini Lesson)
Teaching Point:
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“Today we are going to continue to learn about the Government - We are going to look further
into the 3 Branches of Government.”
Asynchronous Activity Option:

● PBS launch explore - Students can complete this interactive asynchronous activity with
this lesson that uses readings, videos, and other resources to explain the three branches.

● Three Branches Webquest:- (The end of the webquest the students will write an essay
response from the 3 choices provided)

● (Teacher Tip: Create an account - website lets you link google classroom so all the work
can be tracked)

Lesson 6:  The Constitution (Mini Lesson/ Synchronous)
(4 Days)
Day 1:
Teaching Point:
“Today I am going to teach you how the Constitution provides and promotes the common good
for all people.”

● Inquiry 1: What is the Constitution? Introduce what both the Constitution and the Bill
of Right are.

● Brainpop Video: The Bill of Rights
● Discussion: Imagine your lives without the Bill of Rights.
● Introduce the Preamble for kids - Display the original preamble to the students and have

them grapple with the meaning through turn and talk or breakout rooms.
● Preamble for kids -  Discuss the meaning of the preamble

Day 2: Asynchronous Jigsaw Activity
Teaching Point:
“Today we are going to review what we learned yesterday about the Bill of Rights and the
Preamble.”

● Review and discuss
● Let students know that there are 6 articles to the constitution with multiple subsection

for each (break them into groups of 6)
● Article Cards- Assign one of the six to each pair to read and paraphrase, just as was done

with the Preamble. Distribute Article Cards accordingly.
● Explain to students that the articles in the Constitution describe the duties of the three

main parts of government: the Executive Branch, the Legislative Branch, and the Judicial
Branch. The articles also describe the separate powers of the federal and state
governments, and how to change the Constitution.
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Asynchronous Activity Option:
Have students work together to do the following:

● Summarize the meaning of the article
● What branch could it apply to: Executive, Legislative, and Judicial?
● Why is the article being analyzed important?

Whole Group:
● Class discussion - students will share their �ndings
● Facilitate a discussion about how the Constitution is a living document. The creators

knew that the document might have to be changed or amended in the future, so they
even created rules for making changes. The Constitution has already been amended
(changed) over 25 times.

Day 3:
Teaching Point:
“Today we are going to learn more about the Constitution, why/how it was developed, and the
process in which it was created.”

● Inquiry 2: Why was the Constitution written?
● Brainpop Video: Constitutional Convention - Start the lesson by explaining to students

about the Constitutional Convention
● Show pictures of the drafts and signing
● Discuss: why was the convention necessary?
● Address the people that were involved in writing the constitution

Asynchronous Activity:
● Inform students that they will be separated into small groups to begin researching one of

the signers of the Constitution.
● Encourage students to imagine that they are newspaper reporters in 1787 who are

covering the signing of the Constitution and must �nd the answers to some important
questions. Later, they will have the opportunity to meet with the signer and ask him
their questions.

● Resources to share for students research: (or any additional resources you choose:
○ Founding Fathers
○ About the Founding Fathers

● Center the research around what their viewpoint was on the constitution, their
contribution, and their lives

● Have students use the information gathered from the question/answer sessions to
compose newspaper articles about the U.S. Constitution and its signers. Have students
refer to the example article as a formatting guide.
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Day 4: How fair is it? (Synchronous/Mini Lesson)
Teaching Point:
“Today we are going to teach you why the constitution is considered a living document.”

● Begin the lesson by reviewing the US Constitution and the Bill of Rights.
● Explain to students that the Founding Fathers knew that future generations might want

to add other amendments to the Constitution.
● Ask students to do a quick jot:- What amendments or changes they would like to add to

the Constitution. Some of the answers might be to change the voting age, etc.
● Share responses
● Inquiry:  How many times has the US Constitution been amended? Why so few?  Do

you think it is di�cult to amend the US Constitution?
● Explain the meaning of a living document, and why the constitution is one
● Share diagram - Formal Amendment Process
● Discussion - 13th, 15th, and 19th amendment

Asynchronous Activity Options: (Review Amendments 11-27)
● Amendments for Kids-  Read and summarize each amendment
● Which �ve amendments not included in the Bill of Rights (#11-27) do you consider to

be of greatest importance? Why?
● What do these amendments prove about equality in our country?

Lesson 7: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:
“Today I want to teach you the importance of knowing how our local, state, and federal
governments work.”

● Provide time for students to consider the following questions: – If you had a question
about homework, who would you ask for help in school? – If you wanted to add an extra
period of recess to each school day, who would you ask to make that change in school?

● Explain that today the students will learn about the legislature, which is a group of
people who have the power to make laws. The people who make these laws are called
representatives. Representatives are chosen or elected to make important decisions by
people who live in the representative’s district. A district is an area or section of a city,
state, or country. Depending on what type of problem or concern we have, we ask
representatives from one of three levels of government for help.

● Have students create three columns in their notebook: Local, state and federal
● Youtube Video- Kids Academy: Local Government Departments
● Jot down a task for local government
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● Youtube Video - What is Federalism?
● Have students �ll the column of state and federal government

Asynchronous Activity Options:
● Ask students to brainstorm local problems or concerns that they could bring to their

local council person and record them in the local column of the chart.
○ Possible answers may include: money for local libraries, planting of new trees in

the neighborhood (or removing damaged/diseased trees), installing new
playground equipment, money for new street bike racks or benches, removal of
snow from bus stops, etc.

● Explain that some issues are statewide. This means that a problem or concern a�ects
people who live throughout New York State. The state legislature for New York State is
divided into two parts: the Senate and the Assembly. We each get to vote for two
representatives (one member of the state senate and one member of the state assembly).

● Ask students to brainstorm the problems or concerns that could a�ect the entire country
and write them in the appropriate column.

○ Possible answers include making sure the food they eat and medicine they take
are safe, keeping workers safe at their jobs, protecting the country from war,
making sure all students who need a school lunch receive it, and making sure
that all students get the help they need in school.

Bend II: Civic Responsibility Lesson 8: Civic Responsibility  (Mini lesson/Synchronous)

Teaching Point:

“Today I am going to teach you about the responsibility that accompanies our rights.”

● Teaching Tolerance- Follow the scenarios
● Debate on why civic responsibilities is important

(Teacher Tip: Preview the scenarios and purpose of  the lesson and make decisions based on class
need and appropriateness in the classroom setting discussion.)
Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Brainpop Video: Citizenship
● Powerpoint Slide Show: Citizenship: It Is Your Duty
● Writing Response: Write about your responsibilities as a citizen and why it is important.

Lesson 9: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)

Board Adopted August 30, 2021

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ie6mvIDU2y4
http://www.tolerance.org/sites/default/files/documents/tt_rights_handout_09_2003.pdf
https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/usgovernment/citizenship/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Sk2158gSJg5Aedz2ZF9FMZdGMbXcmxX2/view?usp=sharing


Florham Park Social Studies

5th Grade Social Studies Curriculum

Teaching Point:

“Today I am going to teach you why it is important to understand and respect opinions that are
opposite each other, or opposite yours.”

● Display the words - political party
● Have students write down what de�nitions or words that come to their mind
● Give a de�nition: “A group of people who join together because they share many ideas

about what the government should do.”
● Highlight key phrases such as “group”and “roughly similar political opinions”
● Gather the students and ask them about a time they disagreed with someone. Maybe

they disagreed with a friend about what game to play, with their mother about bedtime,
or with their sibling about what show to watch.

● How did you discuss your disagreement?
○ Did you yell, cry, �ght, talk calmly?
○ Did you ask your mom/dad to decide?

● Were you nice? Was the person you were arguing with nice?
● How did you end the disagreement?
● Explain to the class that everyone has disagreements sometimes - even adults and

politicians.
● Display the webpage - National Political Parties: Have students jot observations as you

scroll through it

[DISCLAIMER: Vote Smart takes information on ALL political parties, including those that
some view as “objectionable.” Take a look at this page �rst.]

● Explain that all of these political parties on the screen are groups that have di�erent
opinions from the other groups on how to run our country. Each party is formed of
people that mostly agree on political issues. So to clarify, within the political party,
members mostly agree on things, but between di�erent political parties, the parties
mostly disagree on important issues. Explain that in both politics and everyday life,
having disagreements is normal, and sometimes good. The important thing is that we
when people disagree, they remain respectful to each other

Asynchronous Activity Option:
Inform students today they will hear about disagreements.

● Present: For many years now, people have disagreed on whether school should be
year-round, i.e. school children should keep their 2.5-month long summer break. Some
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people think school children should keep this break. One reason is because they believe a
break is healthy, giving the kids time to relax and play. Other people think school
children should not have this break. One reason is because they think the break is too
long and the students will forget what they learned last year

● Have students identify the two sides of the argument.
○ a. School should be year-round (No Summer break).
○ b. School should not be year-round (Keep the current schedule).

● Have students choose a side and write an argumentative essay with reasons to support.
Closing:
Gather the students and ask them how they felt about the writing assignment.
1. Was it hard to write for both sides?
2. Can they recall what a “political party” is?

Lesson 10: Voting (Mini lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:
“Today I am going to teach you what voting is, the signi�cance of voting and how to go about
doing it.”

● Ask students if they have voted for any event in the past?
● Jot: what did it feel like having a right to vote?
● Youtube Video - Voting - Fun Facts for Students
● Discuss why voting is a big deal in a democratic country.

Synchronous Activity:
● Explain to the class that they will be taking a vote today.
● The vote will be on how to use the class’s free time today. (If your class does not typically

have free time, you can slot 20 mins into this lesson plan for free time).
● Their options are:

○ Silent reading
○ Group reading (teacher reading to class)
○ A fun educational game or activity

● Before the vote begins, have the class discuss the pros and cons of each option.
● Ask students to volunteer to make a short argument in favor of an option (one student

per option). After each student makes their argument, open the �oor for anyone to make
a counter argument.

● Time to vote.
● As a class, tally the votes on the board by having one helper pull out each vote and read it

to the teacher who will write it on the board. Announce  the winner

Board Adopted August 30, 2021

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RM1TQCsWjaQ


Florham Park Social Studies

5th Grade Social Studies Curriculum

● Explain that this process is similar to how the government works. Opposing people and
groups make arguments for why the option they represent is the best choice. Then, a
vote is taken and the option that receives the most votes wins. There is always frustration
with this process, because at least one side does not get its way. Sometimes the losing
party tries to reverse the decision or delay the process. However, despite the frustration
of not having their option chosen, this class does not have time for an appeals process.
Therefore, the losing parties must accept the vote and go along with the winning option.

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Brainpop Video - Voting
● Brainpop Game - Cast Your Vote

Lesson 11: Supreme Court (Mini lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:
“Today I want to teach you that The Supreme Court is the highest court in the United
States. It decides on legal cases that deal with federal laws, laws that a�ect the whole
country, and the Constitution.”

● The Supreme Court decisions are made by nine judges, or justices. There's one
chief justice and eight associate justices.

● These justices are nominated by the President and approved by the Senate.
● When a justice is approved, he or she has the job for life.
● The court's most important power is judicial review, or the right to declare laws

unconstitutional.
● That means that a law passed by Congress and signed by the President can be

struck down by the Supreme Court.
● Brainpop Video: Supreme Court

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Supreme Court Activity
● Brainpop Game: Time Zone X : Supreme Court

Heritage
Month
Celebration

Asian Paci�c American Heritage
Possible Read Alouds and resources:

● Hawaii resources (3-5)

● I am Malala (young readers edition)
(Level U)

Asian Paci�c Heritage Month Lesson:  (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:
“In the month of May we celebrate Asian Paci�c American Heritage Month.  First I am going to
teach you to understand the diverse cultural history and aspects of Hawaii that you may be
unfamiliar with.”

● Resources:
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● The Year of the Dog by Grace Kin
(Level Q)

● The Great Wall of Lucy Wu bt
Wendy Wan-Long Shang (Levels
T)

○ Hawaii resources (3-5)
Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Writing Response: Students will respond on the topic.

Asian Paci�c Heritage Month Lesson:  (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:
“Today I am going to teach you how vastly diverse the continent of Asia is.”

● Read Aloud Options:
○ I am Malala (young readers edition) (Level U)
○ The Year of the Dog by Grace Kin (Level Q)
○ The Great Wall of Lucy Wu bt Wendy Wan-Long Shang (Levels T)

● Understand aspects of Asian Paci�c history, immigration, and cultural stories.
● Understand concepts of people, place, resources and economic activities

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Writing Response: Students will respond on the topic.

Evidence of  Learning (Assessments) Accommodations and Modi�cations

Formative Assessments:

● Exit Tickets
● Notebook Checks
● Conferences
● Drafts

Summative Assessments:

● Unit Projects
● Written Analysis
● Summative tests
● SAC (Structured Academic Controversy)
● Demonstrations
● Portfolio

Benchmark Assessments:

● Initial Benchmark:  3rd Week of September

Special Education:

● Curricular Modi�cations and Guidance for Students Educated in Special Class Settings
● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream Learners)

Differentiation:
● Preview content and concepts
● Behavior management plan
● Highlight text
● Small group setting

High-Prep Differentiation:
● Alternative formative and summative assessments
● Guided Reading
● Personal agendas
● Project-based learning
● Tiered activities/assignments
● Varying organizers for instructions

Low-Prep Differentiation:
● Clubbing activities
● Exploration by interest
● Flexible groupings
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● Mid-year Benchmark: 4th Week of January
● End of year Benchmark:  Last week in May

Alternative Assessments:

● Choice Projects
● Portfolios
● Arguments Writing Assignments
● Notebook assessments
● Oral Presentations
● Socratic Seminars
● Primary Source Analysis
● Social Studies Instructional Strategies

English Language Learners:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream Learners)

Students at Risk for Failure:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream Learners}

Gifted and Talented

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream Learners)

Students with 504 Plans

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cation
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream Learners)

Core Instructional and Supplemental Materials
Professional Resources:

Core Instructional, Supplemental, Instructional, and Intervention
Resources

Core Professional Resources:

● Social Studies Leveled Libraries
● United States Adventures in Time and Place Macmillan/McGraw-Hill
● Citizenship
● Election
● Civil Rights
● Amistad 3-5 Lesson Plans
● The Amistad Commission’s Literacy Components for Primary Grades
● Amistad Curriculum (K-12)

Supplemental Professional Resources:

● Stanford History Education Group
● iCivics

Core Instructional Resources:

● Education World
● Scholastic
● The Branches of US Government (Level W)
● The Democratic Process (Level V)
● Forms of Government (Level Y)
● Women’s Right to Vote (Level Y)
● The Founding Fathers (Level W)
● Any appropriate grade 5 book applicable to the unit chosen by the teacher

Supplemental Resources:

Suggested Lessons for  Di�erentiation with Small Groups:
● Newsela
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● Teaching Tolerance
● Facing History and Ourselves

● Brainpop
● Freedom of Speech (Level P)
● Sonia Sotomayor (Level Q)
● Spare the Mare! (Level Q)
● The Supreme Court (Level Q)
● Voting (Level N)

Intervention Resources:

● Graphic Organizers
● Sca�olded Notes
● Closed Notes
● Shared Notes and slide presentations
● Study guides
● Newsela
● Brain Pop JR.
● Readworks
● CNN10

Interdisciplinary Connections Integration of  Technology through NJSLS

● Correlates to routines unit in math, rules and community units in social studies
Identify classroom routines in other subject areas: math, science, and social studies.

● In Social Studies discuss routines in the community
● Understand what it means to “read close” in social studies, science, and foreign

language.
● O�er short, non�ction picture books and non�ction articles on science, social

studies, and foreign language related activities to encourage building background
knowledge and independent reading about topics of interest to students.

● Encourage students to respond to texts in their speci�c subject area notebooks as
they re�ect on what they have been reading.

● Highlight texts, themes, and re�ections that connect to themes related to the
Holocaust; i.e. power, bullying, empathy, and social activism.

● Create a word study word sort in Inspiration.
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net, storyit.com, Elementary

Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Ongoing:
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net, storyit.com, Elementary

Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Other:
● Use Microsoft Word, Inspiration, or Smart Board Notebook software to write the words from their

word sorts.
● Use Inspiration to create a double timeline looking at plot events and character motivation.

Integration of  21st Century Themes and Skills Media Literacy Integration
● Financial, Economic, Business, and Entrepreneurial Literacy
● Civic Literacy
● Health Literacy
● Social Justice Literacy
● Creativity and Innovation

● Ask students to look for speci�c things when they view videos or read print material, and then ask
questions about those items

● Build on the intuitive knowledge students have gained from media about the story and character
● Clarify the distinction between �ction and non�ction in di�erent types of media reporting on the same

topic
● Use print materials to practice reading and comprehension skills
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● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving Communication and Collaboration

Information Literacy
● Media Literacy
● Life and Career Skills
● Creativity and Innovations
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
● Communication and Collaboration

● Information Literacy

Career Education Global Perspective
● New Jersey Educational Field Trip
● Washington DC Trip
● History Based Field Trip
● Oregon Trail Webquest
● Flexibility and Adaptability
● Initiative and Self-Direction
● Social and Cross-Cultural Skills
● Productivity and Accountability
● Leadership and Responsibility

● National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month
● National Disability Employment Awareness Month
● National American Indian Heritage Month
● Black History Month
● National Women’s History Month,
● National Irish-American Heritage Month
● National Italian American Heritage Month
● Asian Paci�c American Heritage
● Older Americans’ Month
● Jewish American Heritage Month
● Week of Respect
● Red Ribbon Week
● International Dot Day (September 16)

2020-2021 Disciplinary Concepts
Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Civic and Political Institutions
The study of civic and political institutions includes concepts of the law, politics, and government that are essential to understanding the important
institutions of society and the principles these institutions are intended to re�ect.

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● Local community and government
leaders have roles and responsibilities to
provide services for their community
members.

● Rules for all to live by are a result of the

● In a representative democracy, individuals
play a role in how government functions.

● In a representative democracy, individuals
elect representatives to act on the behalf of
the people.

● Political and civic institutions impact all
aspects of people’s lives.

● Governments have di�erent structures
which impact development (expansion)
and civic participation.
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actions of government, organizations,
and individuals.

● The actions of individuals and the
government a�ects decisions made for the
common good.

● Levels of government (i.e., local, state, and
federal) have  di�erent powers and
responsibilities.

Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Participation and Deliberation
Participation requires learning about public issues and determining how and when to take action to address them. Deliberation requires civic dispositions, such as
honesty, mutual respect, cooperation, and attentiveness to multiple perspectives that individuals should use when they interact with each other on public matters.
Deliberation includes learning processes that enable citizens to engage in constructive, informed, and decisive dialogue about important public issues. Both
participation and deliberation require an understanding of the diverse arguments regarding the underlying principles as well as founding documents and their
meanings.

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● When all members of the group are given
the opportunity to participate in the
decision-making process, everyone's voice
is heard.

● Through participation in the
decision-making process, people can initiate
change (e.g., voting, petitions, contacting
elected o�cials).

● E�ective con�ict resolution is possible when
evidence, diverse perspectives, and
intended/unintended consequences are
considered.

● A major role of citizens in a representative
democracy is to make responsible decisions
about who should govern.

● Civic participation and deliberation are
the responsibility of every member of
society.

● Members of society have the obligation
to become informed of the facts
regarding public issues and to engage in
honest, mutually respectful discourse to

● advance public policy solutions

Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Democratic Principles
Understanding democratic principles, such as equality, freedom, liberty and respect for individual rights, and how they apply to both o�cial institutions and
informal interactions among citizens is a fundamental concept of being a citizen in a democratic republic.

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● The democratic principles this country
was founded upon guide the actions of
local, state and national government (e.g.,
authority, rights, responsibility, fairness,

● Fundamental rights that allow democratic
societies to function can be seen at all levels
of government in society

● The United States’ system of
government is designed to realize the
ideals of liberty, democracy, limited
government, equality under the law, and
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privacy, [and] freedom to make choices). of opportunity, justice, and property
rights.

● The principles of the United States
government are based on political
philosophies, ideas, and experiences of
earlier governments.

Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Processes and Rules
Processes and rules are how groups of people make decisions, govern themselves, and address public problems. This includes problems at all scales, from a
classroom to local, state, and national public policy to the agreements among nations. Additionally, this includes studying how various rules, processes, laws, and
policies actually work, which requires an understanding of political systems and de�ning and addressing public problems.

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● Rules and [laws are established for our
safety and well-being] people who have
authority are necessary to keep everyone
safe, resolve con�icts, and treat people
fairly.

● [Ideal processes] Processes and rules [are
designed to be fair, consistent, and
respectful of all people’s rights] should be
fair, consistent, and respectful of the
human rights of all people

● There are di�erent processes for establishing
rules and laws.

● Rules, laws, and policies are designed to
protect the rights of people, help resolve
con�icts, and promote the common

● In a democratic government, there
● are multiple processes by which

individuals can in�uence the creation of
rules, laws, and public policy.

Civics, Government and Human Rights: Human and Civil Rights
Human rights are universal, inalienable, and interdependent claims that derive from the inherent worth of every individual. They are the birthright of every
human being regardless of race, sex, nationality, ethnicity, language, religion, or any other status. Human rights include the right to life and liberty, freedom
from slavery and torture, freedom of opinion and expression, the right to work and education, and many more. These universal rights are not granted by
states or governments but are inherent to every person.

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● Individuals may be different, but all
have the same basic human rights.

● It is the responsibility of individuals and
institutions at the state, national, and
international levels to promote human rights.

● Individuals have the right to be safe and not

● Human and civil rights include political,
social, economic, and cultural rights.

● [Human rights can be protected or
abused in various societies.] Social and
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to be bullied or discriminated against. political systems have protected and
denied human rights (to varying
degrees) throughout time.12

● Fundamental rights are derived from the
inherent worth of [every] each
individual[, which] and include civil,
political, social, economic, and cultural
rights

Civics, Government and Human Rights: Civic Mindedness
Civic-mindedness is grounded in democratic principles and promotes civic virtues. Responsible citizens are informed and thoughtful, participate in their
communities, act politically, and embrace civic dispositions. Important civic dispositions for a democratic society include civility, open-mindedness,
compromise, and toleration of diversity. In a democratic society, individuals show concern for others’ rights and welfare, fairness, trust in humanity and
political systems, and a sense of public duty. The belief that one’s own actions – alone or in combination with others – can make a di�erence is closely related
to democratic principles and participation.

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● Certain character traits can help
individuals become productive members
of their community

● Certain dispositions help individuals
contribute to the health of American
democracy

● The well-being of a democracy depends
upon informed and e�ective
participation of individuals committed
to civility, compromise, and toleration of
diversity.

Geography, People and the Environment: Spatial Views of the World
Spatial views of the world focus on the creation of maps and use of geospatial technologies. Creating maps and other geographical representations is an essential
and enduring part of seeking new geographic knowledge that is personally and socially useful and that can be applied in making decisions and solving problems.
Once maps or other representations are created, it prompts new questions concerning the locations, spaces, and patterns portrayed.

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● A map is a symbolic representation of
selected characteristics of a place.

● Geographic data can be used to identify
cultural and environmental
characteristics of places

● Maps and other geographic representations,
geospatial technologies, and spatial thinking
can be used to understand and communicate
information.

● Geospatial technologies and
representations help us to make sense of
the distribution of people, places, and
environments and spatial patterns across
Earth’s surface
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Geography, People and the Environment: Human Population Patterns
Human population, patterns and movement focus on the size, composition, distribution, and movement of human populations and how they are fundamental
and active features on Earth’s surface. This includes understanding that the expansion and redistribution of the human population a�ects patterns of settlement,
environmental changes, and resource use. Patterns and movements of population also relate to physical phenomena including climate variability, landforms, and
locations of various natural hazards and their e�ects on population size, composition, and distribution.

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● Physical and human characteristics a�ect
where people live (settle).

● People use goods from local and distant
places to meet their daily needs

● Regions form and change as a result of
unique physical conditions, economies, and
cultures.

● Patterns of settlement di�er markedly from
region to region, place to place, and time to
time.

● The experiences people have when they
migrate to new places di�er for many reasons,
including whether it is by choice or
condition.

● The di�usion of ideas and cultural
practices are impacted by the movement
of people and advancements in
transportation, communication, and
technology.

● Relationships between humans and
environments impact spatial patterns of
settlement and movement.

● Global changes in population
distribution patterns a�ect changes in
land use in particular places.

Geography, People and the Environment: Human Environment Interaction
Human-environment interactions are essential aspects of human life in all societies and they occur at local-to-global scales. Human-environment interactions
happen both in speci�c places and across broad regions. Culture in�uences the locations and the types of interactions that occur. Earth’s human systems and
physical systems are in constant interaction and have reciprocal in�uences �owing among them. These interactions result in a variety of spatial patterns that require
careful observation, investigation, analysis, and explanation.

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● Environmental characteristics in�uence
how and where people live

● Environmental and cultural characteristics
in�uence where and how people live.

● Human activity a�ects the cultural and
environmental characteristics of places and
regions.

● Cultural and environmental characteristics
change over time.

● Cultural patterns and economic
decisions in�uence environments and
the daily lives of people.

● The physical and human characteristics
of places and regions are connected to
human identities and cultures

Geography, People and the Environment: Global Interconnections
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Global interconnections occur in both human and physical systems. Earth is a set of interconnected ecosystems of which humans are an in�uential part. Many
natural phenomena have no perceptible boundaries. For example, the oceans are one dynamic system. The atmosphere covers the entire planet. Land and water
forms shift over geological eons. Many life forms di�use from place to place and bring environmental changes with them. Humans have spread across the planet,
along with their cultural practices, artifacts, languages, diseases, and other attributes. All of these interconnections create complex spatial patterns at multiple scales
that continue to change over time.

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● Global interconnections occur in both
human and physical systems across
di�erent regions of the world.

● Interactions between humans has led to the
spread of cultural practices, artifacts,
languages, diseases, and other attributes as
well as changes in environmental
characteristics.

● In an interconnected world, increased
collaboration is needed by individuals,
groups, and nations to solve global issues

● Cultural and environmental practices
impact the geography of an area.

● The environmental characteristics of
places and production of goods
in�uences the spatial patterns of world
trade.

Economics, Innovation and Technology: Economic Ways of Thinking
Economic decision making involves setting goals and identifying the resources available to achieve those goals. Economic decision-making includes weighing the
additional bene�t of an action against the additional cost. Investigating the incentives that motivate people is an essential part of analyzing economic decision
making.

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● Individuals make decisions based on their
needs, wants, and the availability of
resources.

● Limited resources in�uence choices.
● [E�ective decision-making skills can help

when individuals and governments make
economic decisions] Economic decisions
made by individuals and governments
should be informed by an e�ective
decision-making process (e.g., saving,
spending, acquiring debt, investing).

● Economic decision-making involves setting
goals and identifying the resources available
to achieve those goals.

● An economy accounts for the bene�ts and
costs of individual choices in dealing with the
scarcity of �nite resources.

● Economic decision-making involves
setting goals, weighing costs and
bene�ts, and identifying the resources
available to achieve those goals

Economics, Innovation and Technology: Exchange and Markets
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Exchange is when people voluntarily exchange goods and services and expect to gain as a result of the trade. Markets exist to facilitate the exchange of goods and
services. Comparison of bene�ts and costs helps identify the circumstances under which government action in markets is in the best interest of society and when it
is not.

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● Goods and services are produced and
exchanged in multiple ways

● The availability of human capital, physical
capital, and/or natural resources has
contributed to the specialization of trade and
production.

● The exchange of goods and services can have
negative and positive e�ects

● People voluntarily exchange goods and
services when all parties expect to gain as
a result of the trade.

● Buyers and sellers interact in competitive
markets based on prices that re�ect
scarcity of goods and services in the
market.

● Markets exist to facilitate the exchange
of goods and services.

● Competition among sellers and buyers
exists in speci�c markets

Economics, Innovation and Technology: National Economy
The national economy includes studying how the changes in the amounts and qualities of human capital, physical capital, and natural resources in�uence current
and future economic conditions and standards of living. All markets working together in�uence economic growth and �uctuations in well-being. (Monetary and
�scal policies are often designed and used in attempts to moderate �uctuations and encourage growth under a wide variety of circumstances.)

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● The availability of resources in�uences
current and future economic conditions.

● Governments play an economic  role in
the lives of individuals and communities

● The government uses a variety of tools to pay
for the goods and services that it provides to
individuals and communities.

● A nation's economy is in�uenced by its
government, human and physical capital,
availability of resources, and technological
progress

● A national economy includes studying
the changes in the amounts and qualities
of human capital, physical capital, and
natural resources.

● The production and consumption of
goods and services in�uence economic
growth, well-being, and quality of life

Economics, Innovation and Technology: Global Economy
The global economy is the system of trade and industry across the world that has emerged due to globalization. Economic globalization occurs with cross-border
movement of goods, services, technology, information, and human, physical, and �nancial capital. Understanding why people specialize and trade, and how that
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leads to increased economic interdependence, are fundamental steps in understanding how the world economy functions. While trade provides signi�cant
bene�ts, it is not without costs. Comparing those bene�ts and costs is essential in evaluating policies to in�uence trade among individuals and businesses in
di�erent countries.

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● There are bene�ts to trading goods and
services with other countries.

● Increased economic interdependence among
nations is a result of trade, sharing of ideas,

● and innovation

● The global economy is the system of
trade and industry across the world that
has emerged due to globalization.

● Economic globalization occurs with
cross-border movement of goods,
services, technology, information, and
human, physical, and �nancial capital.

● Economic policies require an analysis of
policies that in�uence trade among
individuals and businesses in di�erent
countries.

● Economic interdependence is impacted
by increased specialization and trade.

History, Culture, and Perspectives: Continuity and Change
Change and continuity over time require assessing similarities and di�erences between historical periods and between the past and present. It also involves
understanding how a change in one area of life relates to a change in other areas, bringing together political, economic, intellectual, social, cultural and other
factors. Understanding the interrelation of patterns of change requires evaluating the context within which events unfolded in order not to view events in
isolation, and to be able to assess the signi�cance of speci�c individuals, groups, and developments.

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● Historical timelines put events in
chronological order to help people
understand the past.

● Understanding the past helps to make
sense of the present

● Chronological sequencing helps us track
events over time.

● Interactions of people and events throughout
history have shaped the world we experience
today.

● Chronological sequencing helps us
understand the interrelationship of
historical events.

● Political, economic, social, and cultural
factors both change and stay the same
over time.

● Historical events may have single,
multiple, and direct and indirect causes
and e�ects.
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● Historical events and developments are
shaped by social, political, cultural,
technological, and economic factors.

History, Culture, and Perspectives: Understanding Perspectives
Understanding perspectives requires recognizing the multiplicity of points of view in the past, which makes it important to seek out a range of sources on any
historical question. One must recognize that perspectives change over time, so that historical understanding requires developing a sense of empathy with people in
the past whose perspectives might be very di�erent from those of today. Analyzing perspectives requires understanding how historical contexts shape people’s
perspectives.

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● Two or more individuals can have a
di�erent understanding of the same
event.

● Respecting and understanding the views
of others helps one learn about various
perspectives, thoughts, and cultures

● Respecting and understanding the views of
others helps one learn about various
perspectives, thoughts, and cultures.

● Events may be viewed di�erently based on
one's perspective.

● Historical records are shaped by the society
that the creator lived in.

● An individual’s perspective is impacted
by one’s background and experiences.

● Perspectives change over time.
● Historical contexts and events shaped

and continue to shape people’s
perspectives.

● The perspectives of people in the present
shape interpretations of the past.

History, Culture, and Perspectives: Historical Sourcing and Evidence
Historical sourcing and evidence is based on a review of materials and sources from the past. Examining sources often leads to further questions as well as answers
in a spiraling process of inquiry. Determining the values and limitations of sources is a process that involves taking into account features of the source itself, such as
its creator, date, purpose, and content in order to assess the validity and reliability of the source.

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● The nature of history involves stories of
the past preserved in a variety of sources.

● Historians analyze accounts of history
through a variety of sources, including
di�ering accounts of the same event

● There are a variety of sources that help us
understand the past.

● Our understanding of the past deepens
through analysis of a wide variety of primary
and

● secondary sources

● Historical sourcing and evidence are
based on a review of materials and
sources from the past.

● Examining historical sources may answer
questions but may also lead to more
questions.

● Historians consider the relevance and
validity of sources to understand the
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perspectives of those involved when
evaluating historical arguments.

History, Culture, and Perspectives: Claims and Argumentation
Claims are statements, potentially arguable, about what is valid/true and about what should be done or believed. Claims can address issues of change over time,
the relevance of sources, the perspectives of those involved and many other topics. Claims must be based on evidence. Argumentation is a social process of two or
more people(s) making arguments, responding to one another and modifying or defending their positions accordingly.
Arguments are claims backed by reasons that are supported by evidence from multiple relevant historical sources and interpretations into a reasoned argument
about the past.

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● Historians create arguments outlining
ideas or explanations based on evidence

● Historians use evidence from multiple
sources to support their claims and
arguments about the past.

● Historians analyze claims within sources
for perspective and validity.

● Historians develop arguments  using
evidence from multiple relevant
historical sources

Social Studies Practices

The practices are the skills that individuals who work in the �eld of social sciences use on a regular basis. Because the purpose of social studies is to provide students
with the knowledge, skills and attitudes they need to be active, informed, responsible individuals and contributing members of their communities, many of the
practices can be applied to daily life. Curriculum writers and educators will want to consider how they can design learning experiences that will enable their students to
develop these skills in conjunction with the content knowledge re�ected in the core ideas and performance expectations (Citizens, 2008).

Practice Description
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Developing Questions and Planning
Inquiry

Developing insightful questions and planning e�ective inquiry involves identifying the purposes of di�erent
questions to understand the human experience, which requires addressing real world issues. Inquiries
incorporating questions from various social science disciplines build understanding of the past, present and
future; these inquiries investigate the complexity and diversity of individuals, groups, and societies.

Gathering and Evaluating Sources Finding, evaluating and organizing information and evidence from multiple sources and perspectives are the
core of inquiry. E�ective practice requires evaluating the credibility of primary and secondary sources,
assessing the reliability of information, analyzing the context of information, and corroborating evidence
across sources. Discerning opinion from fact and interpreting the signi�cance of information requires
thinking critically about ourselves and the world

Seeking Diverse Perspectives Making sense of research �ndings requires thinking about what information is included, whether the
information answers the question, and what may be missing, often resulting in the need to complete
additional research. Developing an understanding of our own and others’ perspectives builds understanding
about the complexity of each person and the diversity in the world. Exploring diverse perspectives assists
students in empathizing with other individuals and groups of people; quantitative and qualitative
information provides insights into speci�c people, places, and events, as well as
national, regional, and global trends.

Developing Claims and Using Evidence Developing claims requires careful consideration of evidence, logical organization of information,
self-awareness about biases, application of analysis skills, and a willingness to revise conclusions based on the
strength of evidence. Using evidence responsibly means developing claims based on factual evidence, valid
reasoning, and a respect for human rights

Presenting Arguments and Explanations Using a variety of formats designed for a purpose and an authentic audience forms the basis for clear
communication. Strong arguments contain claims with organized evidence and valid reasoning that respects
the diversity of the world and the dignity of each person. Writing �ndings and engaging in civil discussion
with an audience provides a key step in the process of thinking critically about conclusions and continued
inquiry

Engaging in Civil Discourse and
Critiquing Conclusions

Assessing and re�ning conclusions through metacognition, further research, and deliberative discussions
with diverse perspectives sharpens the conclusions and improves thinking as a vital part of the process of
sensemaking. Responsible citizenship requires respectfully listening to and critiquing claims by analyzing the
evidence and reasoning supporting them. Listening to and understanding contrary views can deepen learning
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and lay the groundwork for seeking consensus

Taking Informed Action After thoroughly investigating questions, taking informed action means building consensus about possible
actions and planning strategically to implement change. Democracy requires citizens to practice discussion,
negotiation, coalition-seeking, and peaceful con�ict resolution. When appropriate, taking informed action
involves creating and/or implementing action plans designed to solve problems and create positive change.
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